C

o-writing Garth Brooks’ No. 1 “More Than A Memory” gave Lee Brice a calling
card before singles “She Ain’t Right” and “Love Like Crazy” (the longestcharting single in country music history) made their mark. Brice is continuing
his charting streak with the current top 30 release “Beautiful Every Time.”

What are your earliest memories of radio?
I remember WCOS/Columbia, SC playing Alabama,
the Oak Ridge Boys and the Statler Brothers when I
was growing up. Then Garth Brooks and Tim McGraw
came along and changed my life. I had a little clock
radio beside the bed when I was 12. I would go to
sleep listening to the radio and thinking about where I
wanted to be.
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Was your introduction to Curb rep Annie
Sandor as unusual as we’ve heard?
Before we met, she was at one of my shows and
mentioned to someone that she thought I looked “dirty
sexy.” Over the period of an hour, that person told
someone and the phrase bounced around a bit. Later
that night I got a call from my manager who said,
“Annie Sandor’s in the crowd. She might be working
with you in the future and you’re going to meet her
tonight. When you do, walk up to her and tell her what
she said about you.” So that’s what I did. Someone
introduced us and I said, “Oh, dirty sexy, huh?” Put
her on the spot. Made her blush. It was a funny way to
meet, and now we’re working
together. Annie’s such a pro
and probably works harder
than any of the other reps
because she has to travel so
much in a region that’s spread
across the whole country.

No Blood: With KRTY/San Jose’s Tina Ferguson,
Arista’s Adam Brand, the station’s Nate Deaton,
Arista’s Lori Hartigan and Curb’s Joe O’Donnell.

Any reactions to “Love
Like Crazy” surprise you?
I’ve got a rocking show, but
I once saw an 80-year-old
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couple out there. I thought, “What in the world?”
They came through the meet-and-greet line later and
stood in front of me with big ol’ smiles on their faces,
saying, “That’s our song. This is the story of our lives.
We’ve been together for 50 years.” And I’m like, “Did
I not hurt your ears? We were rocking up there!” They
said, “No, it was awesome. We just had to hear that
song.” It’s a pretty cool thing to look up and see an
elderly couple mingling with 17- and 18-year-olds.
Maybe that’s why it stayed on the charts for so long.
Everybody felt like they could identify with it.
“Crazy” got a lot of love from your hometown
station, didn’t it?
It was really my home area – South Carolina, where
I’m from, and even North Carolina and down into
Georgia and Florida. The whole Southeast was so cool
for me. Even before “Love Like Crazy,” my first single
“She Ain’t Right” went top 30 in 2007, and those were
the markets that really pushed it. They stuck with me
on that song and the next two singles. And then “Love
Like Crazy” came along, and they got on the song
early and stayed on it late. They really rocked it.
And you returned the love?
I went back to those markets a lot. I played full-band
shows, benefits, in-the-rounds and solo acoustic. It’s
definitely a give-and-take thing. They take care of
me, and I take care of them. That’s how it will always
be, I guess. I’ve got a lot of memories from those
shows. Everybody’s so supportive, and all the stations
really stand out in my mind. I can’t pick a favorite.
Hopefully, it catapulted us into this next single
“Beautiful Every Time.”

The annual New Faces Show & Dinner has been a
launch pad for aspiring country stars for decades, and
this year’s five performers hope to make the most of
the unique opportunity to play for a very important
room. Country Aircheck spoke with each to explore
their still-developing relationship with radio.

L

over Lover” took Jerrod Niemann to No. 1 in August, leading to a gold sales
certification for the single and building momentum for his current release “What Do
You Want.” Niemann will join fellow New Face Lee Brice on their Higher Education
Tour beginning in March, shortly after they bring the curtain down on CRS 2011.

“

What’s your favorite part of being on a radio tour?
It’s a lot of things. It’s a learning experience, because
you’re trying to understand a little bit about the
process of radio. You definitely don’t understand it
completely because everybody has been doing it a
little longer than us. For me, it was really exciting to
meet the gatekeepers to the country fan.

Mud Ball: With KHKI/Des Moines’ Andy Elliot.

Do you enjoy the personal relationships that
develop with radio?
I do. All of us artists have been in Nashville a long
time, so were all really good friends. And a lot of us
are drawn to the city from small towns, so you have
just a bunch of really personable people. Radio is the
same thing. A lot of them come from different formats,
but it’s still like a close family. It’s important to keep
country music growing and going in the wonderful
direction it is, and everybody being so close-knit keeps
everybody on the same page. Things are more handson with radio, artists and the listeners. That’s important
because the listeners are probably the best advertisers
we’ve got for bringing other people to country music.

What question do you hear the most?
“Do you sing ‘Lover Lover’ or do you sing ‘Pray For
You’?” If I only had a dollar for every time someone
got our songs mixed up!
You were recently celebrated with Jerrod
Niemann Day in your hometown of Liberal,
KS. How was that?
Well, it was bizarre because you’re standing on the
same high school stage that you performed on in
a school where you did all sorts of different things
growing up. It’s just kind of weird to be in front of
your hometown in the place where you graduated and
singing beer-drinking songs.
And now you’ve graduated to Higher
Education ...
That’s right. We’re playing to more of a college
audience, so I think it’s not going to be a normal tour.
We’re working real hard on trying to do stuff together
throughout the show to make it more interesting.
We’re not exactly doing theatrics, but we want to
challenge ourselves where it’s not just two drunk acts
onstage. We want it to be a well-thought-out show that
obviously can change but have a basic idea of some
cool collaborations.
Have any thoughts on your fellow New Faces
this year?
They bring a wide variety of sounds and styles to
country music. In the past we’ve seen things get very
trendy, whether it’s leaning traditional or leaning very
contemporary. Right now, it just seems like everything
finds a way to be accepted. That night, we’ll really get
a chance to how diverse country music truly is.
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he ACM-nominated duo won the second season of CMT’s Can
You Duet and scored a top 5 hit with “Keep On Loving You” last
May. Joshua Scott Jones and Meghan Linsey are hoping their New
Faces performance gives current single “Last Night Again” a boost.

What do you remember about your
radio tour?
Joshua: I liked the fast pace of always being
in a different city. Sometimes we’d be
in two different states on the same day,
and that’s kind of fun. You get this burst
of energy from being almost completely
exhausted, and you’re visiting all these
different regions and meeting new people. It
was great because Country radio embraced
us, and we love people.
How do you view your relationship
with radio?
Joshua: It’s an excellent marriage between
the artist and the gatekeepers to the fans.
Everybody plays a part. It takes a whole
village to raise a child, and we feel like
Country radio has been the village and we’re
like the child.
Meghan: They are kind of like our parents.
Joshua: It’s great to walk into a station and
see a PD or MD that you’ve become friends
with. They kind of know your story and you
kind of know where they come from.
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a CD of it afterwards. We still have that disc.
And then we went on the show the second
season and won.
What are your thoughts on the New
Faces lineup?
Joshua: It’s like our graduating class or
something.
Meghan: We’ve seen these people around for
years and we’ve all kind of come up together.
What does the New Faces designation
mean to you?
Joshua: We see it as an acceptance. We’re one
of the new up-and-coming artists that radio
has kind of embraced, and we feel very lucky
to have a slot.
Meghan: I’ve been in Nashville seven years
now, and every year it’s the most talked-about
show. We’re really excited, for sure.
Joshua: We don’t have to sneak in and try to
pass out CDs this year.

What goes through your mind when you
hear one of your songs on the radio?
Joshua: It’s like shooting a winning basket in
overtime or something. I played a lot of sports as
a kid, so that’s kind of the best comparison for me.
Got any fun CRS memories?
Meghan: A few years ago we went to hang
out in the Bridge Bar because we didn’t really
have anything going at that point. They had a
Can You Duet? karaoke booth set up for the
first season, and Josh actually got in there.
They recorded his performance and gave us

Ohio Love: With WQMX/Akron’s Sue Wilson.
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fter releasing his debut album Way Out Here and touring
with Brad Paisley in 2010, Thompson is riding his current
single “Won’t Be Lonely Long” and looking forward
to touring with Dierks Bentley this year. The former all-state
gymnast and certified survivalist is also pretty encouraged by his
selection as one of country’s New Faces.

Have you enjoyed
your radio tour
experiences?
Being on the road without
doing a radio tour is more
like just city-hopping. The
radio tour lets you actually
visit cities and interact
with different people. You
get a first-hand glimpse.
You actually go out on the
town, and I love seeing
new places. The second
part of it is that I love
making connections with
people in the radio world,
playing for them and
getting to know each other.
Capping It Off: With WMIL/Milwaukee’s
What question do you
Kerry Wolfe and daughter Macey.
hear most?
“Tell me about the nine
What does the New Faces
months you spent in the woods.” I took a
designation mean to you?
wilderness guide class in Wisconsin and
I think being chosen means that people
lived out in the woods with 13 other people
believe you’re really going to bust out. I was
for nine months. They taught us primitive
certainly aware of New Faces, but never
survival skills.
knew it was voted on by radio. That part
kind of floored me because that means all the
Are you used to hearing your song on
traveling I’ve done over the last few years
the radio yet?
with the radio tour and making connections
It’s such a weird thing. You know, that
has paid off. For those radio folks to cast their
feeling of déjà vu where you could swear
vote in my direction is a huge honor.
you’ve lived that dream before. Every time
I hear it, I still can’t believe it’s happening
What do you think of the rest of the lineup?
all over again.
The voters nailed it. Those would have been
my picks, too. I love those guys. I’ve played
Do you have a favorite CRS memory?
with all of them and have known most of
Last year on the Sony boat. I actually did
them for several years. I’m fans of all of
a song off my record called “Sinner” and
them, so that was right on.
Miranda Lambert sang with me as a duet.
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K

imberly, Reid and Neil Perry are on a fast ride to the top
following the No. 1 ascension of their single “If I Die Young,”
which also earned the sibling trio a Grammy nomination.
They’ll open Tim McGraw’s Emotional Traffic Tour this spring.
What are your early memories of radio?
Kimberly: We lived in Mobile, and our uncle
was a night DJ on WKNN/Biloxi, MS. His
hours were always really late, so we used
to take naps in the middle of the day on the
weekends and have K-99 parties at night.
We would all get in our pajamas and listen
to him from 9pm-midnight. I remember
dancing around the table and having these
Country radio parties. It was the best time.
The incriminating home videos are under
lock-and-key. No one will ever see them ...
unless someone busts them out during the
New Faces show.
Got any favorite radio tour stories?
Kimberly: We were at KRTY/San Jose when
they did the very first test spin on “Hip To My
Heart.” We were so excited! We were driving
out of town and videoing the moment. We
pulled over because we were on the outskirts
and didn’t want to lose the station. When the
song was over, calls rang in with just awful
comments. “Her voice sounds like fingernails
on a chalkboard.” “They’re the country Britney
Spears.” We refer to that moment as the
“Bloodbath of San Jose.”
Reid: Our poor regional, Lois Lewis, was
trying to comfort us by saying, “That’s good!
They’re passionate. Passion is what we want!”
Kimberly: It was a Cinderella story because
by the end of the run, “Hip To My Heart”
was consistently in the top nine at KRTY. But
man, it started out rough. The video footage
of us getting the wind blown out of our sails
is just hilarious.
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Haul Of Frame: With KBEQ/Kansas
City’s Mike Kennedy.

In addition to regional reps, you also
had label President Jimmy Harnen on
the road with you.
Kimberly: That’s only because we helped him
lug his 50-pound suitcases everywhere. He
traveled with these two huge bags because he
could never figure out what he wanted to wear.
We love that guy. It’s unheard of for a label
president to come out [with a baby act] on a
radio tour, but it was a great way to jump-start
our relationship with him and with radio.
Are you surprised by the response “If I
Die Young” has gotten?
Neil: It’s one of our favorite songs to play live,
because the whole crowd is smiling and singing
along. And it’s really cool to see how people fit
the song to situations in their own lives.
Reid: A lot of people have left YouTube
comments on the video about how the song has
helped them.
Kimberly: It’s a really humbling thing to hear.
We were in a meet-and-greet recently, and a
kid came up and said, “We lost our brother
last year. He was 23. And we just wanted you
to know how much this song has helped our
family.” We’ve literally had people say, “You
guys are part of our family now because your
song helped our family through such a rough
time.” A journalist in Chicago kind of summed
it up best: “For a song about death, it sure
knows how to bring a lot of life into a room.”
I know that it was such a risk for radio to try it
out on their listeners, but they really stuck with
us and gave us the opportunity. We’re really
humbled by it.

