CMA
WEEK

Party In Slow Motion

T

ime stopped for Little Big Town and other
winners at the 46th Annual CMA Awards last
month in Nashville. On the ensuing pages,
Country Aircheck offers its annual stop-motion
photo journal and asks this year’s Broadcast winners
about their experience. Ready, set ... freeze-frame!

Honey-Do Kiss: The first husband-and-wife Duo of the Year,
Shawna & Keifer Thompson (left), share a moment onstage.
Special K-Pop: Hosts Brad Paisley and Carrie Underwood
(above) rock it “Gingham Style.”
Over Joyed: Miranda Lambert and Blake Shelton (right)
accept Song of the Year for “Over You.”
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Would Somehow Form A
Family: The newly merged
UMG/Nashville bunch (above)
mingles at the after-party.
Pictured (l-r) are Scotty
McCreery, Canaan Smith,
Walker Hayes, Jimi Westbrook,
Kristian Bush, Eric Paslay,
Keith Urban, Phillip Sweet,
Dierks Bentley, Karen Fairchild,
John Pardi, UMG Distribution’s
Jim Urie, Darius Rucker,
Kimberly Schlapman, Eric
Church, Lauren Alaina, Kelleigh
Bannen, UMGN’s Mike Dungan,
Dave Haywood, Hillary Scott,
Kacey Musgraves, Charles
Kelley, Josh Turner, Luke
Bryan, Randy Montana, John
Osborne (Brothers Osborne),
Drake White, Mallary Hope, TJ
Osborne (Brothers Osborne)
and David Nail.
Paris, Tennessee:
Taylor Swift’s performance.

WKLB/Boston

CRYSTAL
CLEAR

Major Market Station
“I went through absolute disbelief for
about 48 hours,” PD Mike Brophey says.
“This is something somebody else wins.
But I knew in my heart our submission was
good and our ratings – especially over the
past couple years – were great. Being nominated made sense, but to get the nod? I
was dumbfounded; it’s more exciting and
gratifying than I ever expected it to be.
“We feel very proud for the team. Most
of us have been with WKLB a long time.
Greater Media
Chairman Peter
Smythe was in Paris at the time, but he called our
house he was so excited.
“Facebook activity during the awards show was nuts. We
posted a couple of pictures from the pre-show; then some
people posted the screen shots of me with the award on
TV. We had more than 900 likes almost immediately.
“When you listen to this format you can’t be bored
from title to title. It’s just stellar. I’ve always said if I
could just get people to try us, I’ve got you converted.
Mike
Boston moves an enormous amount of concert tickets
Brophey
and downloads, and WKLB delivers great TSL. That’s
reality; it’s not just a good PPM panel.
“This justifies everything we’ve been doing for 20 years. At the same time,
I really feel the listeners in our corner. They were so supportive and excited
that their radio station was legitimized. And our company has stuck with this
format for two decades; to bring this home to Greater Media was really neat.”

2012
CMA
Radio
Winners

Complete Pass: Reba hands
Blake Shelton the Entertainer
of the Year trophy.

WUBE/Cincinnati

Large Market Station
“This award could never have been accomplished
without the work of so many people,” says PD Grover
Collins. “I have a staff that is so professional; they’ve
been doing this a long time. They all know great radio
and I’m honored to work with them. Promotions always make sure our clients are happy and served well;
our jocks take tremendous care in preparing breaks
and trying different ways to be compelling and entertaining. And I thank Nashville for providing a great
Grover
collection of music – it’s the best it’s ever been.
Collins
“Including our wins in 1998 and 2009, this is our
third CMA station award. I’ve been a part of winning
before, when [morning host] Chris Carr won Personality in 2011. It’s a natural
high and you start to have flashes of everything you did as a station that culminated in the presentation submitted to the CMA.
“I found out during a meeting. I got a message from Chris, who had just
gotten the call from Brad Paisley. That’s when you go into that tunnel vision.
We screamed and ran down the hall. We high-fived. We hugged.
“My wife and I drove to Nashville Halloween day, went to the Hard Rock
Broken Bow party and hung out with Randy Houser. Then we checked out
the Tim McGraw show. It was really cool to watch my wife. She does middays
on our Top 40 sister station and this is not anything she’s used to. She was a
complete and utter fan and had the time of her life.”

WIVK/Knoxville

Medium Market Station
“It would be easy to say that because the station won awards in the past,
the staff was was a little jaded on this one, but the reality was they were more
excited this time because of what they’ve gone through this past year,” says
PD Bob Raleigh. “Some folks suggested that the station wasn’t what it once
was and proving them wrong brought an extra sense of satisfaction.
“I’m most proud of this award because of the incredible team I’m blessed
with. These guys are the most dedicated, most passionate and most professional I’ve ever been blessed to be around. I’m really just grateful they let me hang
out with them! I’m not just trying to be humble or cliché,
I truly mean that. I didn’t win this award, they did.
“Everyone here is involved in at least one or two
charities and entrenched in the community. That really
sets the station apart. I’m not taking away anything from
Country, but we could probably play polka and still do
extremely well. It’s as much about what goes on between
the songs as it is anything else.
“Right after they flashed me on screen, I did receive a
lot
of emails and text messages – even some from people
Bob
I hadn’t heard from in a while. I joked that I was hoping
Raleigh
they’d offer me a TV series, but it didn’t work out.”
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Curtain Call: The Sony/Nashville throng celebrates after the awards. Pictured
are (l-r, top) Casey James, Kix Brooks, Jerrod Niemann, Tyler Farr, Bush
Hawg (Shaun Ames, Alex Wilshire, Craig Hand, Ben Helton, Russ Caldwell),
Chris Young, Bush Hawg’s Jim Phipps, Sony/Nashville’s Angie Magill, RCA’s
Keith Gale, Sony/Nashville’s Caryl Healey, Columbia’s Norbert Nix, and Love
And Theft’s Eric Gunderson and Stephen Barker Lyles; (bottom, l-r) Sony/
Nashville’s Mike Craft, Arista’s Lesly Tyson, Joanna Smith, Kelly Clarkson,
Kenny Chesney, Miranda Lambert, Sony/Nashville’s Gary Overton, Angie
Johnson, The Henningsens (Aaron, Clara and Brian), Kristen Kelly, and Sony/
Nashville’s Paul Barnabee, Lisa Ramsey-Perkins and Jim Catino.

WUSY/Chattanooga

Small Market Station
“We didn’t get the call that we’d won until
late in the day and we were all a wreck,” says PD
Gator Harrison. “Nothing had been announced;
no other nominated stations were Facebooking
their win, but it was 5 o’clock, so what the crap?
That’s when Dex & Mo got the call from Brad
Paisley, who told us we’d won not only Station of
the Year, but that Dex & Mo had won Personalities of the Year. We pulled ever yone we could into
the studio to play it back for our listeners and
the ‘congratulations’ calls began to pour in. Eric
Gator
Church joined us for a celebrator y dinner and we
Harrison
got to watch him record his live album right here
in Chattanooga that night. It was unforgettable.
“The CMAs were the same way. Note to self: don’t sit behind Big Kenny
and his hat! The most beautiful view at the CMA Awards was sitting right beside me, though, with my wife Tennille, daughter Roman and mom Sondra.
All three women in my life were able to be there and share it with me.
“The WUSY family continually gives of itself to spread the gospel of
country and community. It’s got nothing to do with national recognition, but
belief in the power of radio to impact people positively. These guys are my
family and I’m blessed to wear the station shield with them.”

Donna Valentine, Mike Mussman
K102 Wakeup Crew, KEEY/Minneapolis

Know How:
Eric Church, Jason Aldean and Luke
Bryan (l-r) open the show with “The
Only Way I Know.”
Medal Workers:
Songwriter of the Year
Catt Gravitt and Song of
the Year writer Jon Stone
(“A Woman Like You”)
are cheered at SESAC’s
annual awards gathering.
Pictured (l-r) are SESAC’s
Tim Fink, Gravitt, Stone
and SESAC’s Pat Collins
and Trevor Gale.

Major Market Personalities
DV: When Lee Brice announced the names of all CMA Radio finalists, he
completely butchered our names. Sure enough, during CMA week we drop
into Loser’s on Music Row and who do we run into? Lee, of course. He felt
really bad and decided he needed to buy us some shots.
MM: Four apology shots later, he still couldn’t
pronounce our names!
DV: And I still have the headache.
MM: We’ve been nominated before and the
station has won, but this was a first for us. We
got a heads up that winners would be called at
8am. By 8:45, Donna and I are vowing to never
enter again. But a few minutes later Brad Paisley
called. Right away there’s elation, then we get
brought right back down when my Dad asked
Mike
what the award was for; he had no idea.
Mussman
DV: It was an exciting whirlwind trip. I got
and Donna
home, looked at the award, got choked up
Valentine
and all I could think was, “What just happened?” Muss’ mom wasn’t here to see this.
My dad isn’t here and I know he was concerned about me when I moved
away in my early twenties.
MM: I ended up taking my trophy home and put it on a table where some
knick-knacks already are. My daughter says its perfect for holding her
scrunchies. I asked my wife if we could put it in the bedroom, but she said,
“You didn’t win the award there.”

Randy Carroll, Jamie Martin
KJ & Friends, KAJA/San Antonio

Two For Team: CMA Duo of the Year Thompson Square and team revel
following their big win. Pictured are (l-r, bottom) BBR Management’s Shawn
Pennington, Stoney Creek’s Abi Durham, Keifer Thompson, Magic Mustang
writer Westin Davis; (l-r, top) BBR’s Jen Joe, Stoney Creek’s Heather Propper
and Samantha Borenstein, Shawna Thompson, New Voice’s Tully Kennedy
and David Fanning; (rear) Stoney Creek’s Chris Loss.
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RC: I’ve been at KJ 29 years. Until the last few
years we were never really encouraged to submit
an entry. I credit PD Travis Moon for pushing us.
I guess I haven’t really focused on what my peers
thought about me. It’s ultimately about what San
Antonio listeners like and care about.
JM: While in Nashville, we got to experience
the Tim McGraw showcase on Halloween
night and, boy, that was a night to remember.
Randy Carroll
Everybody is used to seeing Tim perform in
and Jamie Martin
stadiums and there he is on this little stage five
feet away. We saw Faith Hill standing backstage
dressed down with her hair in a ponytail; it was a great party all around.
RC: If you’re a fan – and that’s what we are – it’s awesome. After we did the
show Friday (11/2) we went to breakfast at Noshville deli and Reba and
Narvel came in after doing Good Morning America. Can you imagine how
freaked out any normal country fan would be if she just walked in like that?
JM: My CMA trophy is on top of a buffet in the kitchen; I had to put it up
really high so my little boys (5 and 6 years old) won’t knock it down.
RC: Mine is in my truck right now – only because I hosted Great Day SA on
channel 5 today and took it to show on television. It’s not glued to the dash
or swinging from the rear view mirror. Yet.
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Going Our Way? The Warner Music
Nashville crew hitches a ride to
Partytown following the CMA Awards.

Roger Todd, Melissa Moran, Tom O’Brien
The 97 Country Breakfast Club, WPCV/Lakeland, FL

Medium Market Personalities
MM: We actually thought it was a big joke
when Brad called, because we know what a
big prankster he is. But, of course, it was super
exciting.
RT: And getting to see the Tim McGraw show
that week was fabulous, too. He accidentally
spit on Melissa, she was so close.
MM: He did not!
RT: And she hasn’t washed her face since
we got back. We were that close! Now we’re
sending all three awards out with Tom every
Roger Todd,
morning and charging a quarter a touch.
Melissa Moran
TO: It’s cost me about $5,000 so far!
RT: Tom just can’t keep his hands off ‘em.
and Tom O’Brien
TO: People connect with country artists and
with us, I think, because we’re real people living real life with them.
RT: We just have fun and try to make a difference. Times are tough with
jobs, people being downsized, and trying to raise a family. If we can just
put a smile on their face every morning and help people in the community, it’s a win-win for everybody. To get an award for it? You can’t beat that.
Gotta Hand It To Him: Willie Nelson is honored with the CMA Lifetime
Achievement Award, which is now named in his honor. Pictured (l-r) are
Nelson, Faith Hill, Tim McGraw and Keith Urban.

Partners In Rhyme:
SiriusXM receives
ASCAP’s Partners
In Music honor
during the PRO’s
annual CMA week
gathering. Pictured
(l-r) are Lady A’s
Charles Kelley,
ASCAP’s Vincent
Candilora, Sirius
XM’s Charlie Monk
and John Marks,
and Lady A’s Dave
Haywood.

Bill Poindexter, Melissa Turner
Dex & Mo, WUSY/Chattanooga

Small Market Personalities
BP: Seriously, when I was a kid, I’d sit
in the bathtub and talk into the bar
of soap like it was a microphone! My
dream when I started in country music
40 years ago was to one day just see a
show at the Grand Ole Opry, so this has
just been incredible.
MT: And this award is the listeners’
award as much as it ours, and we let
them know it. Our Facebook page was
Bill Poindexter and
insane the night of the awards show and
Melissa Turner
I must’ve answered hundreds of people
congratulating us.
BP: It means a lot because when we started on the air together, this was really
Mo’s first full-time on-air job. I’ve taken great pride in her achievements in
the last five years and she’s become as good as anyone I’ve ever seen.
MT: I can’t say as a child that I always wanted to be on the radio, but my family
would tell you that I don’t mind talking a lot and being in the spotlight. One of
the reasons Dex and I work is that we’re able to play off our differences; the fact
that I’m younger and he’s an old guy.
BP: Oh, with this old guy thing!
MT: It just works!
BP: People like “Big” John Anthony, David Earl Hughes, Clay Hunnicutt,
Sammy George, John Hart and Greg Mozingo set a standard for this station
in the community years ago. I’d love to take credit, but this goes back a
long way.

Lon Helton
Country Countdown USA, Dial Global

Iconography: Tom T. Hall is honored as BMI’s Icon during the organization’s
annual Country Awards. Pictured (l-r) are BMI’s Jody Williams, publisher Tom
Collins, Hall, and BMI’s Del Bryant and Clay Bradley.
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National Personality
“This has been quite a year for talent booker Jo Pincek Hunt, producer/
writer George Achaves and me, with National Personality awards from both
the ACM and the CMA as we celebrate our 20th anniversary,” Helton says.
“It’s especially rewarding because the three of us have been together from
the beginning.
“There is nothing quite like going
Lon
through CMA week as a broadcast award
Helton
winner. The sense of pride is overwhelming,
but my favorite part is still the 45-minute
photo session with all the broadcast winners just before the TV show. Many folks are
meeting for the first time and instantly sharing a very special bond. It’s made even more
special by having family members there to
share in the thrill.
“Jo, George and I are grateful and deeply humbled to have been honored six times
with this award. My sincerest thanks to all
the programmers who have put CCUSA on
their air waves, and to all of the artists who
have car ved so much precious time out of
their schedules to give me a hand countin’
down the hits. Thank you all.”
CAC

Country Radio’s Biggest Night Show is

CODY COUNTRY

“

CODY HAS ADDED A SPARK

”

TO NIGHTTIME RADIO.

— MYLA THOMAS
PROGRAM DIRECTOR, WBVR

“

MORE THAN SOLID
RATINGS FOR US.

”

THE BRANDING IS A NO BRAINER!

— TOBY TUCKER
PROGRAM DIRECTOR, WDZQ

“

CODY HAS CHANGED
THE LANDSCAPE

”

OF NIGHTTIME RADIO.

— SKIP CLARK

“

CODY WAS THE MISSING PIECE

”

FOR OUR WEEKDAY LINEUP.

— ERIC KAUFFMAN
GENERAL MANAGER, KKYT

PROGRAM DIRECTOR, WOLF 105.1

“

CODY’S UNIQUE STYLE AND
UNEQUALLED ACCESS TO COUNTRY
MUSIC’S STARS IS EXACTLY

”

WHAT OUR LISTENERS WANT.

— STEVE ALBERTSON

OPERATIONS MANAGER, NRG MEDIA

Get Country. Get Cody.
bryan.switzer@cumulus.com | 615.324.2397
donny.walker@cumulus.com | 615.324.2391

