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Taylor Swift earned her second 
Entertainer of the Year award, Jason 
Aldean took home his first CMA 

bullets and The Band Perry swept their three 
categories during the 45th Annual CMA 
Awards. Here’s a visual recap of country’s 
biggest week, along with the recollections  
of this year’s CMA Broadcast Award winners:

Crazy Whirl: Big Machine Label Group staff and artists celebrate their big night following the CMA Awards. 
Pictured are (l-r, back) Jimmy Chapin, Erin Burr, Justin Key, Lois Lewis, Mike Moore, Erik Powell, David 
Beller, Kathleen Drosey, Mike Eli, James Young, Jon Jones, Kelly Rich Kautz, Andrew Kautz, Mark Grey, Jack 
Purcell, Chris Thompson, John Zarling, Jake Basden; (l-r, middle) Nikki Burns, Jayme Austin, Shea Fowler, 
Becky Riser, Brittney McKenna, Brantley Gilbert, Ashley Crawford, unknown, Brad Turcotte, Jackie Campbell; 
(l-r, front) Sandi Spika Borchetta, Scott Borchetta, Taylor Swift, Mandy McCormack.
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Kix Brooks
American Country Countdown
NATIONAL PERSONALITY

“There I was, minding my own business, talking on the radio and 
having my weekly fun with American Country Countdown when my 
Editor/Assoc. Producer Lonnie Napier lights 
up to tell me someone’s on the phone who 
wants to say hi. ‘Hey, Kix. It’s McGraw.’ I’m 
a terrible name-dropper, and Tim and Faith 
do live only a decent 7-iron up the hill behind 
me, but he never calls. ‘What-up, Tim?’ ‘Just 
thought you might want to come up and watch 
some football. Oh, and you won the National 
Broadcast Personality Award!’

“It’s hard to describe what it’s like to get 
that news – something that important – when 
you’re not sitting in a TV audience and can’t 
run up the stairs in that moment to share that 
excitement with the world. But I got to tell you, 
that’s just what I wanted to do! The thing I’ve come to realize is that doing 
a radio show all year is much like a tour – a lot of stuff going on, a lot of 
folks coming and going, a lot of input and info from week to week, yet 
every show has a personality of its own. You’re not allowed to let down. 
Ever. There’s an audience out there, and it’s a privilege to have their 
attention at all; I don’t take a single second for granted. I’m honored by 
the opportunity, and I’m so blessed to be surrounded by a staff that is so 
good at what they do. Without them,  I wouldn’t stand a chance. I love to 
hear myself talk, and I hope I get to do this for a long time.”

Chris Carr, Jeffrey “Maverick” Bolen, Jason Statt
Carr  & Company
LARGE MARKET PERSONALITY, WUBE/CINCINNATI
CC: Getting Taylor Swift’s call was fantastic and put a nice 
highlight on winning right out of the gate. At the Awards, you’re 
sitting right up front with the stars. I felt completely unworthy. John 

Oates was two rows 
behind me. I’m like, “Dude! 
Take my seat!” Natasha 
Bedingfield was playing 
musical chairs in that wild 
dress, which was making 
me sneeze, and swooped 
in to take the seat next 
to me when Statt had to 
go the bathroom. It was a 
lot better than sitting next 
to him! At Big Machine’s 
party, Brantley Gilbert, 
who’d just been on-air 
with us in Cincinnati, 
came up to talk. That 

made us feel very cool. And I’ll always remember the absolutely 
first-class treatment by the CMA.
JS: I’ve got just two words: (singing) “Georgia …Georgia …” Zac 
with Gregg Allman blew my mind. I got a picture with Kellan Lutz 
from Twilight; my sister is very jealous. When we were announced 
on-air, my mom was so proud and my sister texted me and kept 
watching it over and over on the DVR. All the stars and other 
artists were just chatting and hanging out, and it felt very warm to 
be a part of that.
MB: For a first-timer to Nashville, it was exciting. You really feel like 
you’re in Music City from the moment you hit town. The Curb and 
Broken Bow/Stoney Creek parties, the after-parties ... it was just an 
amazing time, especially to sit that close and to see how it’s all put 
together. Randy Owen told my wife and me a story that had us all 
laughing. As the night went on, I kept thinking, “How could it get any 
better?” By the end of the evening, I was thoroughly exhausted with a 
big smile on my face.

CMA Week
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Brian Pierce, Kellie Michaels
Mornings With Brian And Kellie
MEDIUM MARKET PERSONALITY, KFDI/WICHITA
KM: We took listeners with us. This is their radio station, and we were 
taking care of them, too. At the show, the camera was right over our 
heads, so the view you saw on television 
was pretty much what we were seeing. 
When they would go to commercial 
break, everybody would get up and visit. 
We said hi to Jennifer Nettles, Blake and 
Miranda. I was too nervous to go up and 
say anything to Nicole Kidman. One artist 
I was excited about meeting was Glen 
Campbell. He’s a legend. 
BP: You can’t just let that moment go. We 
had to go up and have a picture taken. 
KM: We’ve done our morning show the 
entire time we’ve been married – 17-and-
a-half years. I don’t think there are very many of us. I think most of them 
get divorced after three or four years. But we put it in our vows. We 
didn’t meet until 1991, when I hired him to be my morning guy. 
BP: When you’ve been married as long as we have, we argue about 
really dumb stuff. Sometimes it ends up on the air. We could pay a 
psychiatrist $75 per hour to listen to our problems. But we’ve got 
a cume of more than 100,000 people and they can listen to our 
problems. 
KM: They can call and tell us how to solve our issues. Or they can 
take sides, which I love. Couple-wise, I don’t think we’re Lucy and 
Desi. 
BP: I’m more Fred-like than Desi. That’s for sure.
KM: I’m not like Ethel at all. 
BP: Can we be Fred Murtz and Heather Locklear? 

Scotty Cox, Carissa Loethen
Scotty & Carissa
SMALL MARKET PERSONALITY, KCLR/COLUMBIA, MO 
SC: I had written something for the program book about growing up 
watching the CMA Awards and how it was going to be weird being in 
the same room. Then, just as a joke, at the end I put, “By the way, any 
chance I could meet Vince Gill?” We were standing in the green room, 

getting ready for our pictures before the 
telecast, and in walks Vince! So we got 
to take a picture with him, which was a 
huge thrill.
CL: I ran up to Vince as soon as I saw him 
because I know how big a fan Scotty is, 
and said, “You’ve got to meet my morning 
show partner.” I looked over at Scotty and 
he looked like a little kid who just saw his 
favorite toy under the tree on Christmas 
morning. 
SC: The show was fantastic, but probably 
the biggest thing to me was hearing from 

all the people who had no idea we had won. They just happened to 
be watching that night when our names and pictures flashed up on 
the screen. I’ve reconnected with so many people I grew up with but 
hadn’t talked to or heard from in years.
CL: We did go to the CMA after-show party, and stayed as late as we 
could because we had to do our show the next morning. Because we 
had also done it that morning, we were kind of pooped out a little bit. 
But getting to meet Vince Gill, Laura Bell Bundy, Scotty McCreery, Keith 
Urban, Rascal Flatts – all these huge stars – they were just so excited 
for us, saying, “Congratulations – you won a CMA. That is so awesome!” 
They were legitimately thrilled for us. We felt part of the family.

WQDR/Raleigh
LARGE MARKET STATION

“This award show was, hands-down, the best I’ve seen,” says Station 
Manager/PD Lisa McKay. “From that inspired and incredibly artistic 
trapeze act during Sara Evans’ ‘A Little Bit Stronger’ – symbolizing that 
when you fall in love there is never a safety net – to the heartfelt and timely 
tribute to Glen Campbell, it was truly country’s night to shine. 

“I really appreciate the CMA staff for giving radio our moment in the 
sun, as well. It was life-changing to be a small part of the highest-rated 
CMA show in years!

“Everything about Scotty McCreery’s success story has been 
filled locally with a special magic, and having him introduce our award 
segment was just another example of the strength of our connection. 

“I brought my whole staff, so all of the record companies either 
were able to put all seven of us on their post-Awards party guest list or 
we weren’t able to go. Fortunately, we were able to hit three of them, 
and we danced and drank our way into the wee hours. 

“We’ve locked that beautiful trophy up in a lighted display case 
in our front office so all our listeners can see it when they come to 
pick up their prizes. When Taylor Swift called us with the news, I just 
happened to have a chilled bottle of Champagne on me, and we 
haven’t stopped celebrating yet. 

“This week mostly reinforced how small and tightly knit our country 
community is. We ran into artists and record folks everywhere we went, 
and everyone remembered our names, as well as the station. Country 
music lovers are like the best small town ever in a big world, and the Q 
Crew at ‘QDR feels blessed to be a part of this wonderful community.”

CMA Week

Drink In Charles’ Hand: The Capitol/Nashville crew 
revels at their post-Awards party. Pictured are (l-r, 
standing) Cindy Mabe, Tom Becci, Eric Church, Eric 
Paslay, Dave Haywood, Jon Pardi, Mike Dungan, Leo 
Corbett (EMI Group COO), Walker Hayes, Dierks Bent-

ley, Luke Bryan, Charles Kelley, Phillip Sweet and Jimi 
Westbrook; (l-r, seated) Chynna Rae Carrion, Lauren 
Leiter, Kelleigh Bannen, Darius Rucker, Hillary Scott, 
Kimberly Schlapman, Karen Fairchild, Mickey Guyton 
and Steve Hodges.

Wicked Fun: UMG/
Nashville’s post-
Awards partiers 
include (l-r) Luke 
Lewis, Laura Bell 
Bundy, Andy Davis 
and the label’s Joe 
Fisher.

Love You Back: 
Also enjoying the 
UMGN party are (l-r) 
Royce Risser, Easton 
Corbin and Brian 
Wright.

I’m Thinkin’ Barbies: Artists and staff doll up for the 
Warner Music Nashville party. Pictured (l-r) are Peter 

Strickland, Faith Hill, Tim McGraw, John Esposito, 
Blake Shelton and Chris Stacey.

Party Kinda Party: The Broken Bow 
team celebrate Jason Aldean’s incred-
ible year during a pre-Awards party. 

Pictured (l-r) are Carson James, Lee 
Adams, Benny Brown, Aldean, Jon 
Loba and Rick Shedd.

Couple Trophies: Female and 
Male winners Miranda Lambert 
and Blake Shelton greet the press 
backstage.
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