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First-Quarter Music Preview

D

oesn’t take much to get Nashville’s promotion
executives talking ’til they’re blue in the face about
the 2011 priority album and single releases. Saddle

up and hold on tight as the labels trot out the artists and
projects running next year’s race. And they’re off!
Arista

Taking the inside rail is Arista with Alan
Jackson’s version of Johnny Cash’s “Ring
of Fire. “It’s the second single from his 34
Number Ones collection,” Nat’l Dir./Promotion
Lesly Tyson tells us. “And it’s the follow-up
to a huge duet with the Zac Brown Band, ‘As
She’s Walking Away.’”
Trickle-crowned CMA Entertainer of the
Year Brad Paisley (“Water,” H2O Tour ... get
it?) is next out of the gate, with a studio album
in April. Lead single “This is Country Music,”
which he debuted at the 44th Annual CMA
Awards, is now at radio. “The song began as
a remarkable moment on the Awards and has
turned into a larger-than-life country anthem,”
Tyson says.
Ronnie Dunn fans won’t have to wait much
longer to hear the former Brooks & Dunn
singer’s solo material, which is expected in the
first quarter. Tyson assures us it will “blow you
away in January!”
Jerrod Niemann’s “What Do You Want
From Me,” the follow-up to his first No. 1
“Lover, Lover,” will continue to be a priority
for the label. “It is showing all the signs of
following in the footsteps of ‘Lover, Lover’ and
is solidifying Jerrod as one of the breakthrough
artists of the year,” Tyson declares. Also
forthcoming is Adam Brand’s U.S. debut
album, which will hit stores in early 2010.

Average Joes

VP/Promotion Tony Morreale surprises
us with the following slightly-above-average
overview of Average Joes’ 2011: “We always
have Colt Ford music in the pipeline, and
we’ll be gearing up for the Second Helpings
album release in early 2011,” he says.
“Additionally, we’ll be wrapping up the Josh
Gracin duet contest at the end of the year,
then rolling into a new single called ‘Over
Me’ from Josh’s upcoming Redemption
album.
“Average Joes is also proud to present JB
And The Moonshine Band, a very cool and
fresh band out of Tyler, TX.” Taking aim at
J&TLRTL’s acronym title, JB&TMB will

JB And The Moonshine Band

bow with the tongue-in-cheek single “Perfect
Girl.” Also look for new music from Ira Dean,
formerly of Trick Pony.

BBR

Two men and a lady (eh?) is the theme at BBR
in the New Year. James Wesley is set to release
an album with a yet-to-be-determined title. “With
the success of ‘Real’ and all the radio research
we’re seeing, this will be a big release,” promises
SVP/Promotion Carson James.
Jason Aldean’s pairing with Kelly
Clarkson and their widely praised CMA
Awards performance was just the beginning.
The single, “Don’t You Wanna Stay,” is
already climbing the charts, and Aldean is still
riding high from the fast start for his album
My Kinda Party. “We gave every retailer 15
tracks,” James explains. “We didn’t make any
crazy deals with retailers, and we still sold
193,000 units.”

Big Machine

Taylor Swift. Need we say more? Okay, a
couple points: “Back to December,” the second
single from her No. 1 album, Speak Now,
which scanned, oh, more than a million units
the first week and became the biggest-selling
album out of the box since 2005, will continue
to grow through the first quarter as Taylor tours
the globe in advance of North American dates
later in the year.
As for Rascal Flatts, VP/Everything John
Zarling tells us they are “fired up with a new
energy as they kick off the second decade of
their monumental career.” The second single
from their Nothing Like This label debut will
have a January impact date. The band will also
hit the road with Luke Bryan and Chris Young
for the next leg of their Nothing Like This Tour
in early 2011.
Also in the works, Steel Magnolia are
prepping for their self-titled debut release
Jan. 11, following a new single in December.
“Joshua Scott Jones and Meghan Linsey’s
breakthrough anthem ‘Keep On Lovin’ You’
became the highest-charting male/female
debut single from a duet in country music

history,” Zarling says. The duo will be touring
extensively in 2011.
And look for the launch of trio Edens Edge.
“With a Mark Bright-produced single in hand,
Country radio is sure to lend an ear to Hannah
Blaylock, Dean Berner and Cherrill Green’s
authentic sound,” Zarling says.

BPG

Michael Powers checks in with Bigger
Picture’s big picture, and says to expect
“Colder Weather” in January. No, seriously.
That’s the next single from the Zac Brown
Band. New albums are also on the horizon
with Craig Campbell’s self-titled debut
out Feb. 8 and the Harters’ untitled release
bowing March 29.
Current singles and continuing priorities are
Campbell’s “Family Man,” Uncle Kracker’s
“Good To Me” featuring Kid Rock and
Christian Kane’s “The House Rules.”

Black River

Rapids rage on the Black River with the
Feb. 15 launch of three albums and a live
DVD. “Releasing four projects on the same
day makes a huge statement,” VP/Promotion
Rick Baumgartner says. “The diversity of
these albums speaks volumes for our musical
philosophy.”
Due West’s debut EP Forget The Miles
features their current single “The Bible And
The Belt,” as well as the emotionally charged
“When The Smoke Clears.”
Sarah Darling’s double CD package
Angels & Devils is also on Baumgartner’s
shoulders, and it features a cover of U2’s
“With Or Without You.” “Disc one will
feature fully produced songs, while disc
two will be highlighted by acoustic and
piano vocals of Sarah’s newly written
songs, along with a stunning version of

‘Sorry Seems To Be The Hardest Word,’”
Baumgartner explains.
Jeff Bates’ inspirational One Day Closer
EP, which is accompanied by the One Day
Closer: Live DVD, completes the slate. The
DVD will be available in an album package
and as a stand-alone release.
New singles from Due West and Sarah
Darling are also expected Q1.

BNA

VP/Promotion Bryan Frasher and his
band of merry frequent fliers are starting 2011
off by introducing the already well-known
Casey James Band. “Casey is taking another
big step in his journey,” Frasher explains,
“going from 10 years of playing clubs to the
incredible juggernaut of American Idol, and
now to the making of his first album.
“Kenny Chesney’s current single
‘Somewhere With You’ is a great example of
him pushing the boundaries and still being
able to keep it country,” Frasher continues.
“This song will usher in the New Year, and I
am sure we’ll have another one before the end
of the first quarter to help kick off the Goin’
Coastal tour.”
Craig Morgan’s “Still A Little Chicken
Left On That Bone” is still a focus, and
he’s busy with his TV show All Access, but
that won’t keep him from releasing a new
album in March. And Kellie Pickler may
be planning a wedding, but she’s also in the
studio working on her next album. Look for a
new Sara Evans studio album in March.

Capitol

VP/Promotion Shane Allen and crew are
looking forward to a new Keith Urban single
sometime next year. And the task of choosing
is made easier ... or maybe harder ... as there’s
plenty of radio-ready material on his latest
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release, Get Closer. Continuing priorities into the
first quarter include Luke Bryan’s “Someone
Else Calling You Baby,” Lady Antebellum’s
“Hello World,” Dierks Bentley’s “Draw Me A
Map” and Little Big Town’s “Kiss Goodbye.”

Cold River

The water’s heating up at Cold River as
Katie Armiger comes off a 19-week run on
GAC’s Top 20 Videos with “Leaving Home,”
which peaked at No. 2. Her single “Best Song
Ever” continues at radio in the New Year.
As does her obvious humility. “Her album
Confessions Of A Nice Girl debuted at No.
11 on iTunes, No. 6 on Amazon and No. 38
on Billboard Heatseekers,” label head Pete
O’Heeron informs us. “Katie’s new album
is deep, and the response she’s received from
radio has been fantastic.”

Columbia

It’s a dirty job, but that isn’t keeping the Big
Red promo staff from launching Joanna Smith’s
“Georgia Mud.” “This mid-tempo smash about
love and life shows off Joanna’s voice and
lets people see into the personality of a young
lady who is quickly becoming a programmer
favorite,” VP/Promotion Jimmy Rector
explains. The single goes for adds Jan. 17.
“Since the last thing we want is a lonely
playlist, we will just be hitting our stride with
Josh Thompson’s new single ‘Won’t Be Lonely
Long’ when we return from the holidays,”
Jimmy continues. “With two top 20 singles and
more than 240 dates in 2010, this young man is
quickly building a loyal following.”
New music from Miranda Lambert isn’t
far away, either. “I am sure the current Female
Vocalist Of The Year will have her next smash
from the current Album Of The Year out in late
February/early March,” Jimmy assures. “After
‘Only Prettier’ goes to No. 1, of course.” Way
to call the shot, Jimmy!

Curb

The slate is heavy for Curb VP/Promotion
Adrian Michaels and his team, with roughly
eight songs on the docket. “We’ll start the first of
the year with a No. 1 from Tim McGraw with
‘Felt Good on My Lips,’” he predicts, obviously
trying to steal Rector’s thunder. Michaels adds

Ashton
Shepherd

that he expects the chart crest to “coincide with
McGraw’s Country Strong movie release.
“We’ll also continue the radio success of
Clay Walker’s ‘Where Do I Go From You,’”
Adrian says. “And Lee Brice will be on fire in
2011 with his current single ‘Beautiful Every
Time’ and a big tour announcement.”
Don’t forget LeAnn Rimes’ new release
“Crazy Women,” as well as new tunes from
Rodney Atkins, Ashley Gearing, Star De
Azlan and Rio Grand.

EMI Nashville

Capitol/Nashville’s little sister is expecting
a good year in 2011 with newcomer Troy
Olsen. SVP/Promotion Steve Hodges tells
us that Olsen’s second single “Good Hands”
will “continue to be a focus as we spread the
word on his solo co-produced and co-written
project.” Likewise, Eric Church’s “Smoke A
Little Smoke” will continue to burn. “This is
one of the hottest digital singles now, so we’ll
continue to see that one through the first of the
year and watch the reaction,” he says.

Lofton Creek

“We are one of the only independent labels
to survive over eight years in Nashville,”
Mike Borchetta says. And in 2011, survive
means grow. “We have partnered up with
Edge Records and Tall Tree Records, and

hope to announce a fourth label shortly. We
just finished a great studio session with Kelly
Parkes, co-produced by Darran Smith (Tim
McGraw), myself and Judy Rodman.” Her
first single “Nothing” will be followed by the
Victoria Shaw-penned “Girl With The Fishing
Rod” in the spring.
“Also working with Smith are Jenny and
Ashley Cooke, who did a great remake of the
Beatles’ ‘I Saw Him Standing There,’ as well
as the self-penned ‘Indescribable’ and a cover
of ‘Beach Weekend,’” Borchetta continues. An
agreement with Herb Graham and Heartland
is in the works. The song is “No Getting Over
Me.” Stay tuned.
Ashton Shepherd is back in 2011 and will
release her sophomore album. “Ashton’s single
‘Look it Up’ shipped to radio in late November
for adds in January,” VP/Radio Marketing
Katie Dean says.
Elsewhere, “George Strait has his 80th
Top 10 single with ‘The Breath You Take,’
and it will continue to be a focus through
the fourth quarter,” she continues. And after
two consecutive No. 1s, Josh Turner is back
with his latest “I Wouldn’t Be A Man.” Gary
Allan’s “Kiss Me When I’m Down” and
newcomer Josh Kelley’s debut “Georgia Clay”
are still front-burner, as is the Randy Rogers
Band’s “Steal You Away.”
Sugarland will follow their seventh No.
1 with “Little Miss,” the second single from
their No.1 album The Incredible Machine.
Randy Montana, who opened for his “Stuck
Like Glue” labelmates this fall, heads to
radio with his next tune “1000 Faces,” which
ships late fourth quarter for a January add
date. “Billy Currington is riding a streak of
No. 1 singles,” Dean points out. “His latest,
‘Let Me Down Easy,’ is his fastest-moving
single to date.” Easton Corbin is on a roll
with multiple American Country Award
nominations and two consecutive No. 1s. His
newest release “I Can’t Love You Back” will
be worked well into the New Year. Jamey
Johnson’s “Playing the Part” will also make
its way into 2011.

Nine North/ Turnpike
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VP/Promotion Keith Gale’s new motto
might be “in with the old” – Chuck Wicks’
“Old School,” that is. The first single from
Jake Owen’s new album is also on deck. “Jake
has been busy in the studio with Tony Brown
and has made some great music,” Keith boasts.
Ending the quarter will be additional music
from actress Gwyneth Paltrow, which Keith
describes as “exciting.”

MCA

Mercury

Stealing Angels

A loaded roster takes the field this year
including Jason Michael Carroll, Bridgette
Tatum, Mark Cook and Kansas City
upstart Matt Gary. Also new to the team are
promoters John Ettinger and Bill Lubitz.
“The New Year will be busy and all about
new singles from these talented artists,”
Ettinger says. “We are trying to do things in
what we call ‘a Quarterback way,’ which we
feel is noticeably offset from any other indie –
mixing passion with artist-intensive strategy.”

RCA

Edgehill

“We are leaping into the holiday break with
our hot current singles,” says David Haley,
who may not be sure if he’s hitting the dating
scene or the airplay charts. Either way, Burns
and Poe are at radio with “How Long Is Long
Enough” from their newly released self-titled
album. “Look for future releases from this
great project, as well, including live acoustic
bonus tracks such as ‘Islands In The Stream,’
‘You’re The Reason God Made Oklahoma’ and
‘I Got You Babe,’” he adds.
Leah Seawright’s “Country Girl 101” is, as
David puts it, “riding a nice wave” into 2011.
“D.J. Miller has a great message with his current
single ‘Snowman In Birmingham’ that I think will
be strong enough to play into the New Year. I am
confident 2011 will be a great year for these acts.
Thanks to everyone for you support in 2010!”

Quarterback

“First, thanks for your support in 2010,”
Larry Pareigis says. “We are pumped to be
working the stellar new single from Emrose/
Stroudavarious artist Margaret Durante. It’s
called ‘Mississippi’s Crying,’ but radio sure
isn’t. Some awesome call letters are already
powering this single. Look for her at the St.
Jude Radio Seminar in Memphis, along with
Skyville/Nine North’s Stealing Angels, who are
back to steal some hearts – and maybe break
a few – with their single ‘Paper Heart,’ hitting
your desk and computer over the chart break for
airplay impact on Valentine’s Day.
“You’ll also meet Executive Music/
Universal/Nine North recording artist Jessica
Ridley, who’ll be on her radio tour following
the Seminar to promote her debut single
‘Flaming Red,’ Pareigis continues. Dramatico/
Turnpike artist Risa Binder’s first single ‘All
The While’ is impacting at Country Aircheck/
Activator stations, and Identical Entertainment/
Turnpike’s Tonja Rose will be doing a radio
tour for a debut single, as well.

Randy
Montana

Republic Nashville

“You Lie” is more than just a start to
an argument, it’s the next single from The
Band Perry, which will be landing on your
desk in early January, following the group’s
“If I Die Young.”
“Crazy Girl,” which could be the next
line in the above disagreement, will kick
off the still-untitled record from the Eli
Young Band in late January. New recruit
Martina McBride is heading to the studio
with producer Byron Gallimore to record
her debut Republic Nashville album, with a
single slated for first-quarter release.
“Sunny Sweeney continues to climb the
charts with her hit single, ‘From A Table
Away,’” notes President Jimmy Harnen,
calling her “the highest-charting debut female
artist since 2007.
“It’s been an amazing first year for Republic
Nashville,” Harnen adds, “and we want to
thank all of our friends at Country radio for all
of their incredible support.”

Ride

David Adam Byrnes is going for Ride, as
his first single “Sweet Distraction” impacts
the third week of January. Steve Azar turns
on to the appropriately titled “Hard Road” in
late February. “Look for a lot of great new
music from Ride Records in 2011,” promo man
David Shaw says.

LoCash Cowboys

Valory

“Listeners have been asking for Reba’s
version of Beyoncé’s ‘If I Were A Boy’ ever
since she performed it on CMT’s Unplugged
earlier this year,” veep Jon Loba says. “Then
came a standing ovation after her performance
on the CMAs. Look for Valory to ship ‘Boy’ as
the follow-up to Reba’s fifth Top 10 single in a
row, ‘Turn On The Radio.’
 	 “Meanwhile, Justin Moore’s first album
scanned more than 300,000 units, had over
1.1 million paid downloads, and produced
No. 1 and Top 5 airplay hits, as well as the
current ‘How I Got To Be This Way,’” Loba
says, setting up the big pun. “Team Valory will
continue adding Moore to the story ...” (there it
is) “... with the release of the lead single from
his sophomore project, along with another big
tour announcement.”
 	 Finally, Alabama. “It took a legend to get
a legendary group back together,” Loba says.
“Alabama reunite for the first time in years to
record the lead single ‘Are Sure Hank Done It
This Way’ from an upcoming Waylon Jennings
tribute project. The three-volume set includes
covers of Waylon songs by Jamey Johnson,
John Hiatt, Trace Adkins, Dierks Bentley,
Valory’s own Justin Moore and a duet by Kris
Kristofferson and Patty Griffin, just to name a
few. Vol. 1 will be in stores Feb. 8.”

Warner Music
Nashville

Thompson Square

quarter hoarse
Show Dog-Universal

Things are looking good in the Dog House
as we enter 2011. Fresh tunes from Trace
Adkins, Carter’s Chord and Toby Keith are
all on the way. The SDU promotion team will
also be hard at work setting up newcomers JT
Hodges and Jesse James.

Stoney Creek

Valentine’s Day is an important holiday
for most couples, but will be doubly so for
husband/wife duo Thompson Square this
year, as their debut album is tentatively
scheduled for release right before the holiday.
Labelmate Ash Bowers returns late January
or early February with a yet-to-be determined
single. Crossin Dixon also say “Goodbye To
Henry” in early December. “The song is about
a biker looking over his funeral, which turns

into a big party,” SVP/Promotion Carson
James explains. “It’s a totally different
perspective and big first-quarter priority.”

Stroudavarious

Mack Daddy Bill Macky opens with “a
huge ‘thank you’ to our friends at Country
Radio for their support of the LoCash
Cowboys. Going into the first quarter,
‘Keep In Mind’ is our sole priority at
Stroudavarious. We will have their full-length
debut album This Is How We Do It in stores
toward the end of the quarter.
“In February,” he continues, “we have
a major music artist coming to Country
radio. All I can say right now is that it’s an
amazing country song and performance from
a multi-multi-platinum artist. Do I have your
attention? This is going to be a lot of fun.”

“The first quarter is about focus and followthrough …” Is VP Bob Reeves talking about
his jump shot? “... on our three currently active
singles and one new artist launch.” Ah, that
makes more sense.
“First, it’s the continuing build for our arena
act in training, the JaneDear girls and their
debut single ‘Wildflower.’ Research, phones,
reaction and digital sales are soaring heading
into the holidays, and we look forward to their
self-titled album release in mid-January 2011.
“James Otto had an immediate impact
with ‘Soldiers & Jesus,’ and now the more
acceptable three-and-a-half-minute radio edit
is lighting it up again,” Reeves continues.
“Expect career-changing success for James
on this moving tribute, the sophomore single
from his sophomore album Shake What God
Gave Ya.”
Reeves has the long view on Blake Shelton.
“We’ve said it a lot lately, but this is Blake
Shelton’s year. And let me be the first to say
that this just might be his decade. The CMA
Male Vocalist Of The Year released three
albums in 2010 and the current single ‘Who
Are You When I’m Not Looking,’ which
appears on two of them (All About Tonight
and Loaded: The Best Of Blake Shelton). If it
goes all the way, it’ll be his third ace in a row.
That’d be a great way to start a new year, and
that is our goal!
WMN will also introduce the Dirt Drifters.
A five-piece country-rock outfit whose members

hail from Louisiana, Tennessee, New Jersey
and Oklahoma, they tour in an RV and will
be rolling to meet radio in late January and
February. The lead single is “Something Better.”
In addition, Warner Music Nashville will
release volumes three and four of its critically
acclaimed Original Songwriter Demos series.

Warner Atlantic
Reprise

“Frankie Ballard will have just wrapped up
his first tour of the nation’s best honky-tonks
opening for Uncle Kracker,” W.A.R. monger
Chris Palmer opens. “Frankie has been in
the studio finishing his debut album with
award-winning producer Michael Knox (Jason
Aldean). Frankie’s dynamic guitar-playing and
raspy voice blend perfectly and fit Country
radio to a T.
“In 2010, we brought Brett Eldredge to just
about every single Country station in America,
and the response was unanimous: this guy is
going to be big! Reaction to his debut single
‘Raymond’ has been wonderful across the
board, both from radio and fans.” Eldredge just
wrapped recording his debut album with Byron
Gallimore.
Palmer and team will open 2011 with a
new Gloriana single from their upcoming
sophomore album. “They have been writing
with the best songwriters in Nashville and are
currently in the studio recording the fruits of
their labor,” Palmer says. “We will continue to
build the Gloriana brand and deliver Country
radio a smash hit!” 			
CAC

Frankie Ballard

