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This Is Country Music

reakthroughs for Entertainer Brad Paisley,
Female Vocalist Miranda Lambert and Male
Vocalist Blake Shelton at the 44th Annual CMA
Awards set the pace for a dynamic week in Nashville.
Keith Urban joined telecast hosts Paisley and Carrie

Underwood for the opening number (pictured above),
and “turtle on a fencepost” Paisley put an emotional
cap on the evening and week. Here’s a look back in
pictures and in the recollections of this year’s CMA
Broadcast Award winners:
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CMT County Countdown USA with Lon Helton
NATIONAL PERSONALITY

“Being able to bring CCUSA Producer/Writer George Achaves onstage with me to accept the award was a real highlight of the entire
experience. The ‘rule’ only allows those whose name is on the award
to come onstage and be on TV. But being friends with CMA Awards
Exec. Producer Robert Deaton has some fringe benefits, and he
made an exception – after a threat, of course. The coolest thing was
hearing that George got an ovation from the folks in the press room
when our segment aired. He’s the only producer CCUSA has ever
had; we’ve been a team on numerous projects for more than 20
years. He’s the best and makes my life a lot easier, as does our talent
booker Jo Hunt, who has also been with CCUSA since day one.
“CMA Broadcast winners gather for the ‘Pre-Tel’ awards session
and for pictures about 90 minutes before the telecast starts. There’s
such wonderful camaraderie and a
real sense of community. Everyone
is hugging and congratulating
one another, and it’s made even
more special since most have their
families with them to share in one of
the best moments of their lives. And,
George Achaves
of course, the banter among all the
and Lon Helton
radio folks is a show unto itself. That
time, and those people, always remind me how lucky I am to be in
Country radio.
“Topping it all off, I was at the Sony Nashville party when I heard a
loud, “Hey, Lon, congratulations’ coming from a nearby bar. I turned
to see Kenny Chesney with a big grin, giving me the thumbs-up.
Now, that’s almost as good as holding that crystal bullet.”

Head Of The Glass: Warner Music
Nashville’s Chris Stacey (l) and John
Esposito (r) toast Male Vocalist
Blake Shelton, who climbed “about
34 years’ worth of steps” to accept
the honor earlier in the night.

Lisa Dent, Ramblin’ Ray Stevens
Lisa Dent & Ramblin’ Ray in the Morning
MAJOR MARKET PERSONALITY, WUSN/CHICAGO

You’re Looking At Country: “I hope I’m here 40 years
from now handing out an award like Loretta handed
it to me,” Lambert said backstage after accepting
Female Vocalist from Loretta Lynn.

Anatomy Of A Party: UMG/Nashville’s Ken Robold, actress
Katherine Heigl, her husband and MCA artist Josh Kelley and
UMGN’s Brian Wright enjoy themselves at the label group’s
post-Awards soirée.

LD: I loved Dierks Bentley’s Up On The Ridge party. It’s just what
you should do: Be outside, having a cold beer and having lots of
fun with friends. Then I went to Keith Urban’s lunchtime show at the
Hard Rock. It’s rare that you see Urban with only 50 other people.
RR: CMT’s Crossroads with Train and Martina McBride was nuts.
My 16-year-old daughter was with me and needed some pins for her
hair. At the Broadway Rite-Aid we ran into Reba. We don’t have RiteAid here, so their big thing was seeing Reba at a “bootleg pharmacy”
buying cheap hairspray.
LD: When you’re at the Awards you get the best sound; it was like
being at the best concert ever.
RR: We were seated directly
behind Miranda Lambert’s mom
and dad, and to watch their reaction
when she won was pretty stellar. I’d
never been that close, and to watch
my daughter Cheyenne have a good
Ray Stevens
time – that was it for me.
and Lisa Dent
LD: It was kind of bittersweet
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because my nine-year-old was in the emergency room as I was
walking into the Awards ceremony. I was a wreck, but he’s doing
better. I just wanted to take one deep breath before walking out and
having Rodney Atkins, whom I truly adore, hand that award to us.
That was really special.
RR: The airport security guard had his blue latex gloves on handling
the award. He said, “Hey, man, congratulations, but we still have to
dust the thing.”
LD: I feel like I’ve had a place cemented in the CMA family, and
that’s an honor that can never be taken away.

Gerry House, Mike Bohan, Richard
Falklen, Al Voecks, Duncan Stewart
The House Foundation

Golden Ring: An emotional Billy Sherrill (right) accepts the Icon
Award from BMI’s Del Bryant as (from far left) Ronnie Dunn,
Martina McBride, George Strait and Faith Hill look on during the
organization’s 2010 Country Awards.

LARGE MARKET PERSONALITY, WSIX/NASHVILLE

“It was a fun week. Brad Paisley and I are pretty good friends, and
he sent me the script [in advance], and said, ‘See if you think there’s
anything funny,’” House says. “They had actually written a pretty
funny one anyway; I just punched
up a few things and added my two
cents. Brad and Carrie were just
great.
“I remember Reba rocketing out
of her seat after Blake won; she
Gerry (c) & The
was so happy. Charlie Kelley came
House Foundation
over to me and said, ‘Everybody
calls us Hillary & The Distractions’ because I’ve been calling Lady
Antebellum that, but he was good-spirited about it. I was with Keith
and Nicole a bit; it was just a fun night with friends.
I was just happy to be there and that we won. I didn’t think, ‘This
is my last CMA.’ After Thanksgiving, there are 12 days where a lot of
friends and hopefully everybody I’ve ever met will show up. We’ll try
to keep the last show as normal as possible; I just really want to go
out quietly. I love stars coming in and introducing records, but I will
miss [the current and recent House Foundation team] a lot. It’s not a
sad time for me at all: I’m ready to quit, have no regrets, and will fall
back on my Chippendales career and see what happens.”

Guitars & The Stars: Lady Antebellum’s Charles Kelley
and Dave Haywood congratulate SESAC Songwriter
of the Year Hillary Scott during the organization’s
awards dinner. Pictured (l-r) are SESAC’s Tim Fink,
Kelley, Scott, Haywood and SESAC’s Stephen Swid.

Walking Away A Winner: The Zac Brown Band accept
their New Artist of the Year award.

Andy Ritchie, Alison Mencer,
Jimmy Holt
Andy & Alison and the Morning Crew

MEDIUM MARKET PERSONALITY, WIVK/KNOXVILLE

Why Don’t You Stay:
Jason Aldean and Kelly
Clarkson following their
performance of “Don’t
You Wanna Stay.”

AR: We did the Premiere broadcasts, so we got to talk with a lot of
artists, which was cool. Some pretty big names came by, like Keith
Urban, Taylor Swift ...
AM: Gwyneth Paltrow, Tim McGraw ...
AR: ...And, of course, Carrot Top.
AM: At first, we thought he was Reba.
JH: It was a foreign exchange program.
AR: We send Garth to Vegas, they send Carrot Top to Nashville!
AM: Every year the Awards gets better and better. Brad and Carrie
were tremendous. They’re very
funny and have lots of chemistry.
AR: Seeing video of ourselves
receiving the award was very cool,
although if we had known they
were going to do that we would
have moved around and waved or
Jimmy, Alison & Andy
something.
JH: Or done some cool breakdance moves that I really wanted to show. I got lots of comments to
tuck in my shirt next time.
AR: The station made a little banner using our dot-matrix printer
and hung it up in the hallway. And then we went to our parade
downtown. No, really, there’s nothing like that, but we do celebrate.
My CMAs are right besides my eight-year-old daughter’s softball
trophies, which are just as important.
AM: Mine are next to my husband’s chili cook-off trophies.
AR: I got a piece of advice from my former GM when we got the
job here. He said, “Just don’t screw it up.” We feel blessed to have
such loyal listeners.

Bill Poindexter, Melissa Turner
The Dex and Mo Show

SMALL MARKET PERSONALITY, WUSY/CHATTANOOGA, TN

Gang-Related Shooting: Show
Dog-Universal’s Carter’s Chord
(center) pose with radio friends
and label execs after showcasing
at Tootsie’s to kick off CMA Week.

BP: This is my third CMA with three different partners. Melissa and
I have worked together for a year and a half, but before that she did
afternoon traffic for five years. She paid her dues and I take pride
in her accomplishments. Winning these is a team effort, and
everybody pitches in. But because
Melissa and I have shared so much
together, this may be the sweetest
one of all.
MT: Dex has been my No. 1 supMelissa Turner and
porter. He has helped me become
Bill Poindexter
what I am today and I owe a lot
to him. There were probably some doubters at the beginning, but
winning my first CMA Award makes me feel like I can say I’ve finally
made it. The moment I saw us on that screen and our names being
announced, I broke down. That was when it all came together: “I’ve
won a CMA.”
BP: Melissa’s husband, mom and dad got to come, as did my wife,
children and three grandchildren. Winning is wonderful, but it’s a
very special experience when you get to share it with family. What
they wanted to do most of all was to go back to the hotel and get
their pictures taken with the award, along with a group shot. And
then we went to Merchant’s for cheeseburgers.

KWJJ/Portland

MAJOR MARKET STATION

Hall Aboard: Sony Music/Nashville and guests gather at
the group’s party in the Country Music Hall of Fame and
Museum. Picture (l-r) are former SMN Chairman Joe Galante,
Sheryl Crow, Kenny Chesney, Alan Jackson, Miranda Lam10
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bert, Sissy Spacek, CBS News Chief Washington Correspondent Bob Schieffer, Brad Paisley, SME CEO Rolf SchmidtHoltz, SMN Chairman/CEO Gary Overton and CMA Awards
Executive Producer Robert Deaton.

“Winning this award was nothing short of amazing,” says PD Mike
Moore. “I have now been witness to the power of national television.
After our three seconds of fame broadcast on that screen, I heard
from people I hadn’t heard from in years, plus texts from people like
[KEEY/Minneapolis PD] Gregg Swedberg, who’s a longtime friend.
As soon as that appeared, my phone started to blow up. There
really aren’t words to describe how proud I am of this team I get

to work with. I’ve often said, ‘Any success I’ve ever had is a result of
being smart enough to hire the right people and allowing them the
opportunity to do their job.’ It’s really gratifying.
“After the Awards we went to
the Big Machine/Valory/Republic
and Warner Bros. parties, where
they were gracious enough to let
‘Mike Moore plus 12’ in the door,
because my entourage, including
my wife, rivaled that of most country
stars. We had brought in 11 staff
The KWJJ Crew
for the Awards just because we
may never win an award like that again. It was neat to have everybody there – folks who normally don’t get exposed to that part of
the business – and to see things through their eyes. It was very nice
that the company decided everybody could be there to celebrate
together. There’s no way in the world this is the effort of any one
person. This is a great radio station because I’ve been blessed to
work with some amazing people.”
Family Ties: Big Machine
Label Group celebrates
after the show.

CMA Quote Book

“My hero, Little Jimmy Dickens,
has a saying ... if you see a turtle
on a fencepost, it had help getting
up there. I feel just like a turtle on
a fencepost at this point.”
–Brad Paisley, accepting

“Are you guys going to wear your
meat suits tonight, at least?”

“That’s how I like to start the
night right there. I can relax and
get drunk now.”

–Paisley, announcing Nashville’s

Entertainer of the Year.

–Blake Shelton, during the preshow after winning Musical Event
with Trace Adkins for “Hillbilly Bone.”

–Jennifer Nettles, interrupting

Sugarland’s press room Q&A as she
saw Blake Shelton win Male Vocalist.

Lady Antebellum with Lady Gaga.

to Sugarland’s brainstorming for
their “music box” performance.

“When the water reaches
Little Jimmy Dickens’ neck, he’ll
scream like a banshee.”

“I told him it’s time for them to
get married and have a kid and
see how good that thing sings.”

new flood warning system.

“He didn’t die, really, he just
retired ... He will rise again, I
promise.”

“I’m her evil twin.”

–Actress Sissy Spacek, on her

bond with Loretta Lynn.

“I just told Blake I think we need
to go to church.”

“You mean I’m the good one?”

–Miranda Lambert, accepting

–Lynn, in response.

Female Vocalist.

–Nettles, on producers’ response

–Paisley, apparently confusing

–Paisley, on Joe Galante.

“Shake it up, CMA!”

“They never said no.”

–Lady Antebellum’s Charles
Kelley on Blake Shelton and
Miranda Lambert.

“I’ve been working out, but geez.”

–Lambert, on lugging three trophies around for backstage photos.

“Thank y’all for accepting my
hillbilly bone.”

–Shelton
“God bless us, every one.”
–Paisley closing his performance
of “This Is Country Music.”

KAJA/San Antonio
LARGE MARKET STATION

“We had really good seats,” says PD Travis Moon. “There’s Gretchen Wilson sitting next to me, and right in front is Jaron Lowenstein. It
was cool – and a little weird – to be sitting there with all these people
you play on the radio.
“The CMA after-party was very festive; the food was almost too
good. At the Big Machine party, I was standing with my wife and
suddenly get a tap, and it’s Reba! At the Warner Bros. party, my
wife and I were walking through
the crowd and saw this guy by
himself. We made eye contact
and he put his hand out and goes,
‘How ya doin’?’ As I walked away
I thought, ‘Was that John Oates I
just shook hands with?’ It was, but
I hadn’t immediately recognized
Travis Moon
him without the mustache.
“One of my goals was to program a station that wins a CMA
Award, and I’m very proud of our staff and everyone’s hard work.
We’re going to have a huge celebration and take it out to the fans
so they can get close to it, too. I couldn’t believe how many listeners
bombarded our Facebook page that night with page after page of
comments. It really hit me how proud they are of the station and our
community. That they actually were seeing it on TV and putting in
writing how they felt was probably the best part of all.”

WIVK/Knoxville

MEDIUM MARKET STATION

“This is our eighth station CMA, and it was neat because when they
flashed me up on the screen, I started getting emails from all over the
country from family and friends,” says PD Mike Hammond. “Winning
is always special, and if I get to the point where it’s getting old, then I
know it’s time to leave.
“I got a chance to meet Gwyneth Paltrow, and told her that I liked
her song and that we were playing her record. She said, ‘Well, thank
you,’ and she kissed me on the cheek. I’ve gone out and had a cast
made of my jaw so I can always remember that. Of all the movie stars
who’ve done something like this,
she’s done very well with it.
“We went to Big Machine’s
party and had the opportunity to
chat with Martina McBride and
Justin Moore. Then we went over
nd
to Warner Bros., and they were
Mike Hammond (2 from
all beside themselves over Blake
l) and WIVK personalities
Shelton. It was the first award
they’d won in awhile, and it was a very festive atmosphere.
“When your peers say your radio station is the best in Medium
Market, it just doesn’t get any better than that. People here in the
building don’t say, ‘Congratulations, Mike, on your award’; they say,
‘Congratulations on our award.’ We really emphasize that this is a
team effort and that it takes a lot of people to make it happen. To me,
this award is the national championship when it comes to radio.”

WGSQ/Cookeville, TN
SMALL MARKET STATION

Group Therapy: Capitol/Nashville papa bear Mike Dungan (c) and the label’s artists at
their post-CMA Party.

Axe And You Shall Receive: Producer and
guitarist extraordinaire Dann Huff (r) joins Keith
Urban onstage at a showcase for radio at
Nashville’s Hard Rock Café.
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Strong Showing: Gwyneth
Paltrow met with radio during
Premiere’s CMA Awards Radio
Remotes and was greeted at the
event by Country Strong co-star
Tim McGraw.

Fire On The Mountain: Dierks
Bentley hosted radio and other
guests – including WKLB/Boston’s Ginny Rogers – at a bonfire,
barbeque and bluegrass Up On
The Ridge gathering at his property
outside Nashville.

“There’s a display case in our conference room where the award
will go,” says PD Stewart James. “We’re going around to all the
staff – traffic, sales, business people, everyone – and I’m taking their
pictures with it. We’ll frame and hang a collage of them and post it
on our website, saying, ‘Thanks to all who made this possible.’ Sometimes, as programmers and on-air staff, we forget this is a group
effort. I didn’t realize it, but this is our third CMA trophy and many of
them had never even handled one. This time, we’re passing it around
to everyone.
“The night of the CMAs, my wife and I were supposed to be at
the Hall of Fame to meet with the other radio winners at 5:20pm.
Cookeville’s only an hour away, but
we left at 3pm because we’d heard
I-40 had been closed after a tanker
had overturned. [About 20 miles
from downtown Nashville], it was
already 5pm; I had to find an alternate route. I put my foot down on my
Mustang GT, and told my wife, ‘Just
Stewart James
close your eyes and pay no attention
to what I’m doin’.’ We got there at 5:21.
“Rodney Atkins, who presented the radio awards, and I went to
college together in Cookeville. Back in the early ‘90s we were on our
way back from a Brooks & Dunn show. Rodney said, ‘I know what
I want to do now: to be onstage, be a performer and write my own
songs.’ I said, ‘I’ll tell you what. You can do that, and I’ll play one of
your songs on the radio one of these days.’ I wasn’t even in radio yet.
We laughed ... pipe dreams of college kids. So here he is introducing
all the winners. When I walked out onstage and shook his hand, he
leaned in and said, ‘Surreal, ain’t it?’”

