
Brad Paisley
Invited to represent country music at a White House 

performance, Brad Paisley told Country Countdown USA’s 
Lon Helton he worried about performing for the President after 
becoming emotional while rehearsing a song that includes the 
line, “They burned a cross in his front yard.”

“President Obama’s chair was as far away as you are to me ... 
he was that close. There’s something pretty amazing about the 
fact that within even a lifetime, let alone my young lifetime, that 
we elected a president of mixed race. Like or hate his politics, 
that’s an achievement for a society. I wanted to sort of celebrate 
that advancement. So ‘Welcome To The Future’ is my song 
about our times. I’m standing there in that room and got to say a 
couple of things representing country music, and felt like I had 
a lot on my shoulders that night. I’m looking right at him and 
something came to mind. What I said to him, which was meant 
to be ‘You better not screw everything up,’ was essentially, ‘You 
are the first president my two young sons will remember.’ 

“With President Obama sitting 10 feet away, the only 
thing I could think of to get through it was to think about the 
Cleveland Browns! ‘Wow, they’re going to stink this year! 
They’re not going to be any good.’ I really had to take myself, 
just for that second, [to] something that had nothing to do with 
it. Because when I was doing it in rehearsal, I got to the word 
‘burned’ and just clammed up. 

“[That evening,] on the outro, when I’m just playing the 
guitar, I was able to let myself go a little bit and really did soak 
it in, in a way that I never thought I could. I walked off the stage 
very emotional about it, because I felt pressure ... pressure to 
represent country music that night.”

Rocco Cosco
Bigger Picture

The home of Bigger Picture rep Rocco Cosco was among those 
destroyed by the tornado that tore through Murfreesboro, TN on 
Good Friday (4/10). Cosco and his sons were in the house at the 
time, with Rocco sustaining the most serious injury, a concussion, 
after the stairway under which he was huddled collapsed. A 
benefit held at Nashville’s Tin Roof six days later raised more than 
$17,000 for the family, whose home was a total loss but has since 
been rebuilt. They moved in the first week of December.

MeMory 
rain
Remembrances  
From 2009

A year of upheaval, to say the least, is well-chronicled in our Top 
Stories feature (page 3), but 2009 has so many other tales to tell: 
the less obvious, the personal, the quiet moments the people who 

make up these industries will remember the rest of their lives. No less a 
part of the fabric of this business than the cataclysmic shifts chronicled 
elsewhere, these memories offer just as much insight into the year we’ve 
all passed through. Country Aircheck has collected a tiny sample of these 
reflections, and we share them with you here.

“Reliving it is really difficult,” Cosco says of the fateful day. 
“You try to block it out, and then it all comes back up again. 
I tell people, ‘I wish you could experience it without having 
to go through it.’ The power of the tornado itself is beyond 
description. I remember everything, and the moment the stairs 
fell on us was really the end of the tornado, thank goodness, 
because I don’t think we could have survived much more.

“It really hit me the day after, seeing April Rider and Keith 
Kaufman come up to what used to be my house and helping 
us try to pull our most valuable possessions out of the rubble, 

which were really just pictures. We were all overwhelmed by 
how supportive so many people were.

“The night at the Tin Roof, I was struck by the brotherhood 
in this industry. Not only working colleagues, but also 
the friendships beyond those that run so deep. It was just 
unbelievable, but not really unexpected. It seems like just about 
everyone would do that for anyone who needed it. People want 
to help, they want to come to your rescue, and that’s incredible.

“What’s really amazing is that there were 289 homes 
destroyed, 500 families displaced and only two fatalities. It really 
was a Good Friday, compared to what it could have been.”

Mike Dungan
Capitol/Nashville

“The night of the CMA Music Festival that Darius 
Rucker was slated to perform, he really demonstrated to 
me his enthusiasm, appreciation and sheer joy in being a 
part of this format. It’s the first time he’d played the Music 
Festival; he wasn’t invited before, even though we’d had 
a hit. And if you remember, that was the night we had the 
tornado – the threat of the tornado – and everyone had to 
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leave. They were shuttled out, there were cars leaving for 
miles, and those who did stay were out in the concourses. 
Artists were bailing out left and right. 

“We were all with Darius, and it was a pretty wild time 
because it was pouring down rain. And he said, ‘Man, I’ve 
waited my whole life to play this. I don’t give a damn if 
there’s one person out there, I’m not leaving.’ I was almost 
falling asleep, but he was not leaving. And the CMA 
people were thrilled. By the time Darius came out, he was 
handicapped by the fact that we had lost two-thirds of the 
lighting; it had become too dangerous. But it didn’t matter 
to him. Darius put on a hell of a show, and you could tell 
he was having a blast. It was something that he’d looked 
forward to, and he was going to enjoy every minute of it. 
And the crowd responded in a huge way. It was emotional 
for me just to see a guy who was so happy.”

Matt McAllister
KNIX/Phoenix

“It all started in 2006, when I read a blog about these guys in 
Washington, DC who had just set the Guinness World Record 
for most t-shirts worn at once by one person. The guy had put 
on around 121, and I remember thinking I could probably do a 
little bit better. That year in Santa Barbara, CA, I put on 155, 
setting a new record. 

“We made a YouTube video that now has more than 11 
million hits, and the producers of Live with Regis & Kelly 
saw it. This summer they called the station and asked if we’d 
like to be on an episode featuring people breaking their own 
records. They flew us out and we spent three or four days 
in New York. They couldn’t have treated us any better. We 
got to do a lot of stuff, and I ended up on QVC inside an 

American Girl store. I have two daughters, and I promised to 
go to there and buy them some stuff. 

“QVC was filming an episode, and as I was walking out 
with a couple of bags of stuff, one of the producers asked 
me to go stand in the window to make it look really busy. I 
called my kids and told them to turn on the channel and they 
were like, ‘Aw, Dad, there you are!’ And I held up the bags 
and said, ‘Here are your presents, I got ‘em.’ That was the 
coolest experience I had.

“Regis & Kelly was surreal because it was live. The day 
we were on, so was Eli Manning, my daughter’s favorite 
football player, so I got to tell him that and to tell her I met 
him. When things started to go wrong with the t-shirts and I 
knew I wasn’t going to last, it was a hard decision because 
the last thing I want to do is freak anyone out by passing out 
on live television. We went big and came up a little bit short, 
but near-death makes for a better story. I am officially retired 
from the stupid sport of putting on t-shirts.”

Tom English
Clear Channel/Nashville

“For me, it was standing with my wife Lisa at BMI watching 
our ‘other daughter’ Bridgette Tatum get her first No. 1 song 
recognition for Jason Aldean’s ‘She’s Country.’

“We met Bridgette four years ago through our work on 
the advisory council of the Charley Foundation, which 
benefits at-risk children in Middle Tennessee and stages the 
annual black-tie ‘Rumble On The Row: Ringside – A Fight 
For Kids’ boxing match in Nashville. At the time, Bridgette 
was assistant to Carolyn Miller, who runs the foundation. 
[Carolyn is now Bridgette’s manager, runs her Root 49 
publishing company and is a partner in Root 49 Records, 
Bridgette’s label.]

“Four years ago, our daughter and only child, Courtney, 
had just gone off to college. My wife was in the fetal 
position for about three months, just looking for something 
to do after being a stay-at-home mom. We went to the 
event, Lisa loved it and I said, ‘How about if I put you in 
touch in Carolyn, and you can help with the foundation?’ 
Lisa, Carolyn, Bridgette and I went to lunch one day to talk 
about it, and that’s where we first really got to know them. 
They’re just great people and we wanted to do anything we 
could to help them. 

“One day, Carolyn came in and gave me a CD, and said, 
‘Put this in.’ I played it, and said, ‘Wow, who’s that?’ She 
said, ‘Bridgette.’ I said, ‘Bridgette who?’ She said, ‘Our 
Bridgette!’ I went, ‘Oh, my God!’ I didn’t even know until 
then that she even sang. I fell in love with it … she’s the 
most real singer that I’ve heard in a long time. 

“Having watched Bridgette work so hard for years and having 
her first-ever cut go multi-week No. 1 [and become the No. 1 
song for 2009 on the Country Aircheck Top 100] was amazing. 
Now Bridgette is launching her solo career, and I’m sure we will 
be standing there watching her again and again.”                CAC
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Boot For The Home 
Team: Lisa and 
Tom English with 
Bridgette Tatum. 
Below, Tatum with 
“She’s Country” co-
writers Jason Aldean 
and Danny Myrick.

Shirt Happens: 
Ben Campbell, 
Matt McAllister, 
Regis Philbin and 
Kelly Rippa

Crowd Pleaser: 
Darius Rucker at 
CMA Music Fest.


