
Tonya Campos 
KKGO/Los Angeles 
 “When Compassion International approached me about 
going to Nicaragua and doing an on-air tie-in, I said yes in a 
split-second. We planned my trip to take place before our on-air 
promotion. Our goal was to get 300 children sponsored, which 
entails $32 a month, and ensures the child receives one hot meal 
a day and pays for school uniforms, pencils, paper, etc. It was 
the best thing I’ve ever done. It was a life-changing experience. 
I broke down at my first glimpse of poverty and they told me 
that was normal. It’s a shock if you’ve never seen it. 
 “After a day of playing with about 150 children, this little 
girl came and tugged at my sleeve. She said, ‘I want you to 
have this,’ and handed me her purse. I had told her earlier 
how beautiful it was, but I didn’t want to take it from her. She 
told me to take it because she had another one. I lost it. She 
represented all those children who have nothing, and here she 
was giving me something to take home. It’s with me all the time 
as a reminder.
 “I went down there with the idea of sponsoring one child. I 
ended up sponsoring two. Veronica was the first. She was very 
cautious and shy at first. Later that day she put her arm around 
my neck and I thought, ‘This is it.’ Tatiana was love at first 
sight. There were kids everywhere and my eyes just zoned in on 
her. A few hours later we were all set to tour a child’s home. I 
had no idea this was pre-planned; it happened to be her house. 
Later that night I kept thinking of her and her mom. They have 
so much love in their house, and just need help with basic items. 
I had only budgeted for one child, but I said to myself, ‘I cannot 
go home and not sponsor her.’ I had a hard time getting on that 
plane to come back. You want to help all of them. 
 “We came back Sept. 25 and had a ‘Day of Compassion,’ 
when I would tell stories of various children. We had people 
who didn’t have enough money pool with a couple of friends 
to sponsor a child. One man in particular sponsored 10 children 
in one phone call. There were tears throughout the day. I think 
my going there made it real for listeners. We got more than 250 
children sponsored. If all goes according to plan, I do want to 
go back in April to visit my sponsor children and take them the 
basics. I cry every night for those children. At least for these 
two, I can help.”

Holly Gleason
Joe’s Garage
 “The Yummy List connected me with people I love through 
small details of a life lived in the wind. Beyond the sweet 
replies, the only thing ever to show for it was an eventual screen 
credit in Cameron Crowe’s Elizabethtown and the occasional 
nudging invitation from Travis Hill – aka Scooter Carusoe: 
‘Don’t you wanna write a song?’

 “Songs are magical. But somehow not for the likes of me, in 
spite of a career as a music critic, lover of songs and midwifer 
of dreams. So the tide of invite and demure went. Until two bad 
days and an even worse morning...

 “’You still wanna write?’ I asked the man who’d penned 
‘Anything But Mine,’ long before 9am on a Tuesday.
 “’Let me get my book.’
 “Two days later, I was at Carnival Music offering up the line 
I’d used to deflect men in bars as an underage kid with pinwheel 
eyes and a love of music being made: ‘I’m better as a memory 
than as your girl.’
 “There’s a simplicity to that. Knowing you’re perfect, a 
unicorn versus possibly hurting them because your dreams were 
a little too big for where you are. Rather be honest and willing 
than let someone project a fantasy you can’t embody.
 “It came fast. Two verses, a bit of chorus. Random lines 
Travis stitched together. My girlfriends were wild for it. ‘You 
have to give it to Kenny...’
 “I’d never. Even writing as Lady Goodman – Penny Lane’s 
real name in Almost Famous – it seemed too presumptive. But 
peer pressure won.
 “Left on his bunk at his tour opening, not a pitch, but a 
lullabye for ‘a hillbilly rock star’ drowning in post-show 
adrenalin. The album was done, but road momentum only 
grows. Let it rock him to sleep, then.
 “’Where did you get that song?’ he asked. It’d been cut on 
Scooter’s computer...on my way to the airport. It was that rough.
 “’He...just wrote it...,’ I hedged.
 “’I’m cutting it Tuesday.’ And he did. With a great big open 
heart and a level of vulnerability I’ve never heard from him.
 “’I’m just a dreamer, nothing more...’
 “’Built to fade like your favorite song...’
 “’My only friends are pirates, it’s just who I am...’
 “Aren’t we all? Certainly Kenny Chesney. Not an obvious 
choice, but certainly a piece of his soul. When I heard it on the 
radio – fresh from screening the Rolling Stones’ Shine A Light 
– everything melted away. The guitar swelling up, the organ 
spreading, Kenny Greenberg’s electric guitar melting everywhere.
 “There are no words. Nor for watching strangers, eyes closed, 
murmuring along with my friend, the words everyone had lived. It is 
our memories that make us rich – the things we keep, but especially 
the things we let go. Every time it comes on the radio, I’m reminded of 
something I started scrawling in my 7th and 8th grade school books all 
those years ago.”

Lee Adams
Broken Bow 
 “Growing up I was really into country music, which was 
rather odd for a teenager from Baltimore. My friends were 
listening to KISS and AC/DC and I was into Willie Nelson, Kris 
Kristofferson and Waylon Jennings. Then Alabama came out, 

and suddenly it was cool to like country. They were more like 
The Marshall Tucker Band or Skynyrd; they were young, good-
looking, and ran around the stage with a lot of energy. I first 
saw them when I was 16, and I stood in line at the Baltimore 
Civic Center for two-and-a-half hours just to meet them. That 
solidified my love of them and their music. 
 “I was in college in the mid-‘80s and working for a radio 
station when my PD got two tickets and passes for Alabama. 
I pestered him horribly for them – part-timers rarely got the 
honor – and he relented. That was the show where the first 
picture was taken. 
 “A friend from college recently said to me, ‘It’s funny 
you work with Randy Owen because your dorm room was 
plastered with Alabama memorabilia.’ My first day out with 
Randy I was very nervous, and I told his manager about my 
‘fan’ status. I swore him to secrecy, but within the first two 
minutes of our drive to WKIS/Miami he told Randy about it. It 
was quite humiliating for me, but they all got a kick out of it.
 “The most surreal moment for me was when I was able to 
witness Randy writing a song on the bus. I was texting family 
and friends saying, “OMG, this cannot really be happening!” 
But I’m not the only one in awe of him: I see many PDs acting 
the same way when we visit stations. He’s an icon and has a 
strong presence. It’s been an amazing experience to work with 
someone who is so gracious and talented and has brought so 
much to the format.”

The year’s biggest stories received 
their due in the opening pages of 
this publication. As in previous 

years, however, Country Aircheck has 
made a point of seeking and accepting the 
personal stories and remembrances that 
provide a different yet equally relevant 
perspective on the year that was. Enjoy.
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Jimmy Harnen
Capitol 
 “My son Luke has become a huge KISS fan so we took a 
father-and-son trip to Lake Tahoe for a weekend to see them in 
concert. Just the thrill of a lifetime from beginning to end! To 
make it even better, each of the guys in KISS was totally cool 
– everything that, as a kid, you’d want your rock ‘n’ roll idols 
to be.”

Robin Rhodes
Mediabase
 “I saw Criss Angel (The Mindfreak Magician) onstage at the 
ACMs, and it seems I made some type of high-pitched squeal 
that only dogs could hear. That is according to my date, and I 
think this is just embellishment on his part. But I will admit to 
being a bit of a Criss Angel groupie. I stalked him backstage 
until I got to speak with him and have our picture taken. You 
would have thought I was a 12-year-old girl who met one of the 
Jonas Brothers because I kept telling people I met Criss Angel 
and showing them the picture. 

 “Two weeks later, Jill Gleason got a group of friends 
together for my birthday and presented me with the Coffee 
Table Book. It had the picture of me and Criss, as well as others 
that were photoshopped to no end. It’s truly priceless and 
everyone who has seen the book cries tears of laughter.”
 
Robynn Jaymes
WSLC/Roanoke
 “I had just gotten home from 
CRS and had to rush my mom to 
the hospital. We thought she was 
having a heart attack and found 
out that she had lung cancer. 
The woman has never smoked in 
her life. Once word got around 
the industry, I received many 
emails and phone calls with 
encouragement and prayers. 
 “One call in particular was 
so very cool. I was at a lunch 
meeting and my cell phone rings 
and the number shows up as 
‘private caller.’ Now, I have a 

pretty good idea of who all has my number, and out of curiosity 
I try to answer the call. It was so loud in the restaurant that I 
couldn’t understand who was on the other end. I explained that I 
was at lunch and couldn’t hear and could they please call back. 
I hear the woman on the other end say something about being 
sorry she caught me at a bad time and she would try later.
 “I missed the next call completely, and ended up kicking 
myself when I heard the message. It was Jewel. I had written 
George Briner an email telling him how the song ‘Stronger 
Woman’ was inspiring to me. I know it’s a breakup song, but 
I just channeled the positive message for both my mom and 
myself. George passed the email along to Jewel and she left 
such an encouraging message.
 “Mom is going on eight months in remission and we 
continue to be thankful. And we still turn up the volume when 
we hear ‘Stronger Woman.’”

Tom Baldrica
Sony/Nashville 
 “When I walked into that room to be inducted into the 
Virginia, Minnesota Hall of Fame and saw all those people, I 
knew I was going to have a helluva time getting through the 
speech. This was at the beginning of very emotional week with 
all these friends, family and people I hadn’t seen for a long 
time, and the look on my mom and dad’s faces was the most 
amazing thing of all.
 “It’s really been important 
to me that there’s some 
sort of legacy for me in 
my hometown. As I’m here 
facing my mid-life crisis at 
46, you really start to realize 
how important that is and 
how important home is. For 
people to say, ‘You haven’t 
forgotten your roots, and 
we thought strongly enough 
about what you’ve done and 
who you are to put you in 
here’ is pretty cool.
 “My high school band director, John Vukmanich, did the 
induction. As a tuba player, my high school years were all about 
being in that marching band. Mr. V was the absolute natural 
person because my identity is very much wrapped in that tuba; 
there’s no two ways about that.
 “There’s a plaque now hanging in the city hall alongside 
that of winemaker Robert Mondavi, the man who invented the 
Greyhound bus system, the inventor of the Dick Tracy watch 
and Dr. Audrey Baumgartner, a NASA rocket scientist who 
developed software that space agencies around the world use. 
It’s pretty heady stuff – I’m just making hillbillies famous.”

Brook Stephens
KZPK/St. Cloud, MN
 “In early April, our morning show received word that a 
13-year-old Sauk Rapids girl had been severely burned in a fire 
pit accident. Taylor Strand had third-degree burns over 80% of 
her body and was in the burn unit in the Twin Cities. Here’s a 
local girl whose life has changed in mere seconds, and the only 
thing her family asked was that we mention her Caring Bridge 
web page. 
 “Instead, our morning team put together a fundraiser that 
night at one of our remote broadcasts. When planning a typical 
promotion, fundraiser or event, we try to give it as many days 
of talk as possible. This time, we only had hours. Amazingly 
enough, you would have thought we’d had this planned for 

months. Close to 500 people made their way to the event and 
we raised more than $6,000 for Taylor’s family, who were 
commuting back and forth between St. Cloud and the Twin 
Cities to be with Taylor. We even had a listener show up and 
auction off his ponytail. Yes, his ponytail! It brought in $500 
and then was donated to Locks of Love. 
 “At the end of that day, without the bat of an eye, we decided 
that we would help be the driving force behind the support of 
the Strand family, and in later weeks participated in many more 
fundraisers. Taylor has had more than 20 surgeries and is now at 
the Shriner’s Hospital in Cincinnati with her mother by her side. 
She’s a fighter and we are so proud to have been a part of such 
an amazing story of strength and courage. That 13-year-old has 
more fight in her than our whole staff put together.”
 
Emmie Anderson Wisniewski
A Remembrance From Those Who Loved 
Her At UMG/Nashville
There is an appointed time for everything...
A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time 
to uproot the plant. 
A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to tear down, and a 
time to build. 
A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a 
time to dance. 
 –Ecclesiastes 3:1-4

 “Emmie Anderson Wisniewski (Dec. 1, 1974 – Oct. 21, 
2008) grew up loving country music. She was part of artist 
fan clubs, listened to Country radio and subscribed to Country 
Weekly – all so she could keep up with her favorite artists 
including Wynonna Judd and Reba McEntire. She and her 
family even made annual trips to the Nashville Fairgrounds to 
take part in Fan Fair. After graduating from LSU, she decided 
she was going to make the move to Nashville and pursue her 

dream of working in the country music industry. Without 
wasting time (those who knew her know how efficient she was 
with her time), Emmie signed up with a temp agency and was 
placed at MCA for a part-time, short-term position. She quickly 
endeared herself to the staff and became an invaluable asset. 
It was with MCA that Emmie started her career and, 10 years 
later, where she ended it.
 “Emmie was a true gift to everyone who knew her personally 
or had the privilege of working with her. Whether your dealings 
with her were on a regular basis or just a moment in passing, 
she made an impact. She was a smart and beautiful person with 
a glowing smile and an infectious laugh. She was a deeply 
spiritual person and was always there to listen or lend a hand. 
 “We all have fond memories of her and the one the thing we 
will never forget is her love for the music, artists and people 
with whom she worked. She took pride in everything she 
did, and did so with the greatest enthusiasm. We learned a lot 
from Emmie, but it was her unparalleled passion that taught 
us the most. The artists she worked with weren’t just artists, 
they truly were her passion. And her co-workers weren’t just 
people with whom she shared an office, they were her family. 
She reminds us all to care – care about the work you do, care 
about the music and care about the people with whom you 
work. It is easy to get jaded in this industry, but, as evidenced 
in Emmie’s untimely passing, life is too short. Emmie’s death 
reminds us all to reflect on how lucky we all are to be working 
in such a great community.
 “Emmie, we love you and miss you. Geaux Tigers!”    CAC

The Year In Memories

KISS, Jimmy and Luke Harnen

Robynn James and 
her mom

KZPK Strand Fundraiser

Tom Baldrica

Emmie Anderson 
Wisniewski

Criss Angel And Robin Rhodes
(original at bottom, right)

2612
08


