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hen Buck Owens bought KNIX-FM in Phoenix for
$75,000, few could have imagined the extent to
which his station’s commitment to country and to
its listeners would succeed. At its peak, the station
was beyond dominant and, more important, perhaps the most
influential and trendsetting Country station ever on the FM dial.
As KNIX celebrates its 40th anniversary, Country Aircheck
contacted several current and former executives for their
favorite recollections of the station Buck built.

Michael Owens, KNIX GM 1978-1999:
Sometime in early 1979 – about a year after I became General
Manager of KNIX-AM/FM – we were struggling with ratings
and revenue. We were 10th or 12th at the time, trying hard to
break through to become a player in this big Phoenix market. We
came up with an idea for a promotion and teamed with a local
independent gasoline company to sell gas at 10 cents per gallon.
(Gas then was selling for about 80 cents.) We began promoting
the specific location only an hour before it went on sale – which
created total chaos. We had a total of 16-18 people at both stations,
so we were short-staffed and ill-prepared. But we received a
tremendous amount of television and newspaper coverage.
I knew the promotion was successful when I heard the traffic
reporter for KOY, the No. 1 station in the market at the time and
the only station that had a traffic reporter in a plane, directing
people away from our promotion site because it was causing a
huge traffic jam. I’ll never forget the reporter told his listeners
to stay away because “some stupid radio station and some crazy
general manager” had come up with a ridiculous promotion.
The next rating period KNIX was No. 1 in the market, the first
of many to come and “the beginning of something big.”
Larry Daniels, KNIX PD/General Program
Manager, 1971-1999: We had the honor of being
able to hire and work with very talented, creative and listenerfriendly people at KNIX. Michael Owens, who came over to
Phoenix from Bakersfield in 1978, had a plan that really moved
us to the top of the radio market. That plan was always asking,
“How do you think our listeners would feel about that?” We
placed our listeners as the top priority whenever any changes
were made.
We also formed our own research department and for many
years were able to really know what our listeners wanted to hear
on KNIX – as well as what they liked and what they didn’t like.
We listened to them as much as they listened to us.
Through the years KNIX also hosted an incredible number
of unique events. One of the most memorable was a Dolly
Parton Look-A-Like contest in December 1979. The event was
presented at Mr. Lucky’s, the largest nightclub in Phoenix,
Tie One On: A late-’80s airstaff flier.

and 30 Dolly Parton look-alike contestants paraded onstage
before more than 1,000 listeners who had jammed into the
club. Unfortunately, another 500 couldn’t get in because the
place was filled! We had a couple people from RCA/Nashville
(Dolly’s label at the time) as judges, along with local newspaper
and TV celebrities. Local TV stations covered it live and the
Phoenix Gazette newspaper ran a front-page photo plus a twopage review of the event. And remember, this was in 1979 when
we still struggling to establish KNIX.
George King, Personality/APD/MD 19852002; PD 2000-2002: What has always stood
In The Day: Larry Danie
ls, the late Sandy Lovejo
y, W.
out in my mind about KNIX were the people (OK, seeing the
Steven Martin, Georg
e Strait, Jim We st, Do
ug Brannon.
music director on the squat machine wasn’t pretty) and their
contributions to the station’s success. Everyone who has ever
passed through the doors was awed (usually by that immense
tomorrow at the station.” And I did. Over 27 years at the station
picture of Buck). Like the employees (yes, we were required to
I never had asked for a contract. I always knew Mike and
genuflect in front of it), the artists (who were inspired) and label
reps (who never sued us for tripping in the lobby and busting up Buddy Owens were men of their words and would always be
their knee) have all felt the greatness that was and still is KNIX. fair and take care of me. We were family.
 	 After Johnny Cash was busted coming back into the U.S.
The hallowed halls of KNIX have always been full of
with drugs, one of his first stops was in Phoenix. He had a
talented radio professionals: Like the jocks, who were and are
court-assigned preacher to escort him so he could continue his
some of the most creative and innovative in the business (how
many morning guys could pull off doing their first breaks from a tour. I showed up backstage with a cassette tape recorder to do
an interview before the show. As I entered his dressing room,
two-way in their car ... every morning!) and totally professional
he told the preacher we would need
(yes, those were real pigs
about 30 minutes of complete silence
in the lobby to honor
for the interview. The preacher said he
our GM.) Ed.: (See Tim
would stand outside the dressing room
Hattrick’s story.)
until we finished. Mr. Cash locked
The management
the door and told me to sit down. He
was some of the most
went over to a guitar case, opened it
giving (oh, the fun we
and smiled! At first I thought he was
had when fighting over
going to sing or something. Well, out
the pile of used ties when
came bottles of booze and sacks of
someone got their new
an unknown substance. After awhile
seasonal wardrobe) and
he came over to the table, sat down
generous, throwing all
and asked me what questions I had.
those “employee relations
)
(l-r
ate s
Brook s (c) congratul
d
I was a little shocked and said, “I
an
parties” (and some still ask
s
Team Tuxedo: Garth
en
Ow
el
cha
Podolsk y, Mi
Buddy Owens, Bob
don’t think I have any.” He took the
why they were employeethe Year win.
of
n
tio
Sta
M
AC
an
Larry Daniels on
mic and just started talking about his
only parties!)
music. When he was done, he turned
And KNIX wouldn’t be
off the mic and said, “I need you to stay with me for
as successful without its
about 10 more minutes while I get ready for the show again.”
listeners – the most loyal and devoted in the country (like the one
I’ve never played or heard a Johnny Cash song again without
who visited the studios with a shotgun or the winner of the “girl
thinking about that interview. What a trip.
who can hold a Big Gulp without using her hands” contest).
But along with all the fun, I still remember all the great things
Steve Harmon, KNIX Morning Co-Host,
KNIX has done for the community (in untold millions of dollars
1996-1998: Everything you have ever heard about
raised over the years), for the listeners (who enjoyed great
KNIX and “the palace” is true. The Phoenix Mafia – Michael
programming) and for the country music industry (who can stop
Owens, Buddy Owens, Larry Daniels and George King, a hall
kissing Mike and Buddy’s butt … they don’t own it anymore).
of fame management team – Hall of Famer W. Steven Martin
Yes, the memories are many and great, and I will always feel
doing middays ... all in one spectacular building.
proud to say that I was a part of those amazing call letters.
It was, no is, almost too much to imagine the talent walking the
halls – all there to help with any idea my morning show could
W. Steven Martin, KNIX Personality,
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1975-2000: When Buck came to town to do an
took over a Taco Bell for Valentine’s Day and married 37 people
appearance, the whole staff showed up ... and most were on
in the drive-thru line. The “reception” had pictures, cake and
time. Not me. After my shift I took an afternoon nap and
a dj for their first dance – all in the parking lot. Vicki Fiorelli
missed the part where I introduced Buck. (Not a good thing.) I
and her promotion team turned even our lame crazy ideas into
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golden moments. Crazy idea: “Boss, um, we need to get Alice
at the bar. After the show I heard Buck wanted to see me about
Cooper on the show.” Larry Daniels would say, “OK, I’ll call
something. I walked up to the table and said, “Hi, Buck.” He
him” and “poof,” Alice Cooper would appear.
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During my time there, KNIX was one gigantic family
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Buck still didn’t look too happy. Then the young lady with Buck organization with a goal not just to be No. 1 in Phoenix, but to
be the leading management team in the business, period. Those
said, “I love W., and shower with him all the time (one of my
years were the most special time in my life. I do wish I had used
radio bits). Will you introduce me?” Buck said, “This is W. and
the gym attached to the building with a trainer more. Everybody
he works for me. He has a wife named Susie and small twins
was so dang buff there.
at home. W., shake her hand and go have a drink, I’ll see you
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Tim Hattrick of the Tim & Willy morning
show, 1998-2007: Shortly after we had signed a deal
to be the morning show on KNIX, I came home and found a
message on my answering machine from Buck Owens. It said,
“Tim, just wanted to welcome you to the KNIX family! We’re
thrilled to have you and Willy join us, and we can’t wait for you
to start!” I probably rewound and listened to it 20 times before
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it sunk in. I still think back to being a kid watching Hee Haw,
and if I’d ever imagined that one day that guy on the show was
going to leave a message on my answering machine, I’d have
thought, “What’s an answering machine?’
Of all the radio stations I’ve worked in, KNIX in Tempe
was easily the nicest, most beautiful facility. That’s what made it
really funny to me when we arranged for 50 pigs to stampede the
building during a citywide sales meeting in honor of our General
Manager, J.D. Freeman, for his 50th birthday. What a mess!
 	 By far, the best on-air moment at KNIX was the day Waylon
Jennings showed up and took over our show as we deemed it
“Waylon Wednesday.” It started with me asking, “Waylon,
what do you want to do? It’s your show.” He responded, “I
don’t know. I’m so drunk right now, I don’t know where
I’m at!” (Joking, of course!) For all his reputation as a
cantankerous angry outlaw, he proved to be one of the kindest,
sweetest, funniest people we’ve ever met. He told stories
about getting a handwritten note from John Lennon, about
how he came to possess the boots Hank Williams died in, how
he’d only been to Luckenbach,Texas once – and he hated it.
He shared the famed story, with chilling detail, of how he gave
up his seat on the ill-fated flight that crashed and killed Buddy
Holly, Ritchie Valens and the Big Bopper. His voice cracked
with emotion as if it had happened only a year earlier. All in
all, an unforgettable man, and a truly unbelievable three hours
from our 10 years on KNIX.
Buddy Owens, MD 1986-1999: KNIX’s
success had to do with two things. First, the wonderful team of
people we had working with us; they were all just brilliant. And,
second, the people who created and promoted the music and
their willingness to work with us so well.
 	 It started with my brother Michael and Larry Daniels. As
the role of music director changed through the years, they
understood and gave me the space to create relationships with
the artists, managers, record promoters and listeners. We didn’t
care if it was Garth, Alan, Tim, George, Reba or somebody
we’d never heard of, they all got red-carpet treatment. Larry
always said, “You never know who’s that next big star.” That

philosophy paid off so many times for KNIX.
KNIX’s connection with the artists allowed us to align
ourselves with listeners’ favorite artists and to market ourselves
with “endorsements” that told listeners KNIX is “one of the
best Country radio stations in the country.” We were very proud
to be selected several times by our country music peers with
ACM and CMA Awards and other honors. Once that ball started
rolling, it just seemed to grow and grow. It was so much fun.
I cannot talk about KNIX without recognizing all the hard work
the staff did through the years. My brother Michael is, in my
opinion, the best radio manager I’ve ever met. He knew how to
give people an assignment and then let them do their job. Larry
Daniels was, without a doubt, the backbone of KNIX’s success.
His knowledge and understanding of what people wanted in
their radio station was unsurpassed. It’s no wonder Michael and
Larry are both in the Country Radio Hall of Fame. The two of
them made going to work every day so much fun. GSM Bob
Podolsky understood programming and never sacrificed the
sound just to make a few extra dollars.
There are so many more in the promotion and research
departments. The late Sandy Lovejoy was such an asset for
KNIX with her writing skills; the artists just loved to talk to
her. The on-air personalities, including W. Steven Martin, Steve
Goddard, RJ Curtis and on and on – I love them all. Thanks to
all of them.
RJ Curtis, PD/Morning SidekickProducer 1987-1993: Michael Owens would be
the first to tell you that at KNIX, “we worked hard and we
played hard.” He’s absolutely right, of course. The workday
started promptly at 8am, and if anybody showed up at 8:03 or
8:05, they heard about it pretty quickly. Conversely, when that
5:00 whistle blew, the place emptied out almost immediately.
But what happened in between was an intense, focused and
disciplined professional environment dedicated to winning. That
doesn’t mean the environment was devoid of fun.
The day Larry Daniels turned 50, Michael rented a
wheelchair and pushed a beet-red Larry into every meeting that
day. Laughter and a loose atmosphere were encouraged because
Larry and Michael thought it fostered creativity. The hard work
required of staff members was rewarded with events such as
the annual pool party, held during a workday afternoon at a
fabulous resort in Scottsdale.
The staff workout facility is already legendary; it was an
approximately 2,000-square-foot room with state-of-the-art
fitness machines and free weights that rivaled any health club
I ever saw. Two part-time fitness trainers were retained to help
staff members start and maintain an exercise program. The
majority of staff members utilized the gym, which, of course,
made them healthier and less likely to have any sick days. I’ve
always said getting a job at KNIX, in those days was similar to
winning a Rhodes scholarship. No matter where you worked
after that, you could always say you worked at arguably the
finest Country radio station in America. Those call letters on a
resume got people’s attention, and they still do.
Doug Baker, Personality 1980-1986:
I started at KNIX as a part-timer. This was a major step up, as
my first real radio job was in Bartow, FL at an AM daytimer. So
there I am at Buck Owens’ KNIX feeling like I was on the right
path. The first six weekends I was on, the station went off the
air! The engineer didn’t think it was funny at all. I was scared to
death. Happily, none of the transmitter problems were my fault.
Eventually, I stayed on the air, and the station did, too. KNIX

paved the foundation for my career and I will always remember
my time there as very special. Michael, Buddy and Larry:
Thank you!
Vicki Fiorelli, Dir./Marketing &
Promotion, 1991-present: One of the biggest
things that I hold the proudest is that KNIX has always been
there for our community. KNIX employees are a family,
our community is part of our family. Family takes care of
family. Many KNIX employees volunteer and help our
community/listeners in so many ways. We use our on-air time
to help thousands of non-profits. The Owens family made a
commitment to be of service to our listeners as well as to our
clients, and KNIX still does that today.
Susan Karis, Clear Channel EVP/
Operations-Western Region: I joined KNIX
when Clear Channel acquired the station from Owens
Broadcasting. As a longtime broadcaster in Phoenix, it was truly
a great honor to become a part of all that KNIX represented. It’s
been even more exciting over the years as KNIX became a part
of Clear Channel and knowing that we have done everything to
keep the brand strong and make it even bigger today and ready
for another 40 years! Today’s KNIX 102.5 is better than ever
and still stands for all the best of country music.
When I think of KNIX I think of all the great work that was
done in the community over the many years. I think of the Tim
& Willy Kids Fun-dation and the incredible difference it made.
Most personally for me was just in the past three years, when
Tim & Willy joined me in working with Florence Crittenton
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(a residential and transitional living center for troubled girls
12-18) as a sponsor of the annual luncheon. That morphed
into Tim & Willy over there working with the choir, meeting
kids at the school, donating for summer programs, taking the
girls to Phoenix Mercury games and more. The starting point
of a sponsorship from the Fun-dation became so much more
personal and meaningful, and that is KNIX.
I think of a flight I was on, leaving a meeting in San Antonio
and returning to Phoenix. I sat next to a woman who lived
in Phoenix and had been visiting her son. He was a soldier
rehabilitating an Iraq war injury at a center in San Antonio. As
we started talking and she realized that I worked with KNIX,
she started to cry. She shared with me that she was a listener and
she had connected with Tim & Willy and the station about her
son. I don’t remember all the details, but I know there was great
outreach and caring for her son and her family from the station.
They had him on the air several times and were following his
recovery. Wow, what a powerful KNIX moment, what a human
moment. I cried with her.
On a lighter note, Darryl Worley was in the station for a
private performance with listeners, and I brought my daughter
with me. She was in first grade at the time and missed the first
hour of school. She dressed up and was so excited. She had a
ball and felt like the star of a KNIX show. For KNIX listeners,
there were so many of those moments over the last 40 years.
The great news is that KNIX will provide so many more of
them in the years to come. 			
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