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Radio Winners Make Their Vegas Run

Champions
WE ARE THE

Know When To Hold ‘Em
LARGE MARKET PERSONALITY
Dale Carter, KFKF/Kansas City

Call him the Susan Lucci of Country radio. Dale
Carter has been nominated no less than 11 times for
national awards, but this was his first win.
I have some nomination certificates framed
and hanging on the wall in my office at home. I
call it the ‘Wall of Mediocrity.’ It means, “You’re
good, you’re just not over the hump yet.” I walk
by it every day on the way to my car and it’s
always reminded me, “Try harder today.” As
far as the ACM trophy, maybe I’ll put it on the
mantle over the fireplace in the living room.
This was my first time in Las Vegas in maybe
12 years. First of all, I don’t gamble. It’s not a
religious thing, it’s just that I realize they built
those really pretty buildings out there on the
backs of losers and I don’t want to lose my
money. I did want to see some of the sights,
though, like the place where they shot Pawn
Stars. We went down there Saturday morning
just as it was opening, so there was no crowd at
all. Usually they have a line all the way out the
door. None of the guys you see in the show are
there, although I did take a picture with the
cutout of Rick Harrison. I put it up on

Facebook and most people think it’s really him,
so it’s a pretty good cutout!
After that we walked over to Fremont Street,
which I’d never seen. That’s just an absolute
freak show. I can’t even describe it. It’s almost
like being in Mexico when there’s a guy with a
donkey on every corner. There was an Elvis on
every corner! There was another guy in a bikini
with bunny ears. And apparently he’s there
a lot because when I put that picture up on
Facebook everybody knew who he was. When I
took the photo he said, “Hey buddy I get paid
for that!”
Winning the award was nice and it feels like
it’s more for the listener. We’re about to launch
a 21-city tour, which started last year when we
did one for my 20th anniversary on the
morning show. It went over so well we’re just
going to add another city every year. This year
we’re calling it the 21-City Thank You Tour and
we’re taking the award with us. I want everybody to see it and I want them to be part of it.
As I’ve said on the air, if they weren’t there in
the morning, there’d be no need for me to be
there. So we won it together.
Oh, I know I said I don’t gamble, but while I
was out there I walked in to a sports book and
did something I’ve never done before: I put
$20 down on the Chiefs to win the Super Bowl.

The Best Of Times ... And ...
SMALL MARKET PERSONALITY
Dave Daniels, KHAY/Ventura, CA

Las Vegas figured prominently in the story of the past year for
Dave Daniels and his station. A celebratory weekend with family
added a happy chapter.
My wife, son and his girlfriend and I left Friday (4/13) after
the morning show and drove. I had planned on doing my show
live from Vegas the following Monday, so I wasn’t part of radio
row, but instead was running around doing artist interviews in
Star Turn:
casinos and wherever/whenever artists were available. Events
Daniels on
like the ACMs are a big reunion where you get to see the counthe carpet.
try community networking and catching up with everyone, but
I was particularly excited about sharing the experience with my
family. My wife has been a big part of my radio journey, so it was extra special that she
was there.
Vegas is always great, but this year was different for two reasons. It was my first
ACM nomination and win. It was also the first time since Route 91 that a lot of
people went back. Naturally, the tragedy was on everyone’s minds, but the ACMs
did an excellent job of addressing and respecting the situation, but still creating
a fun, celebratory and safe environment. I noticed more security, and credentials
were checked and double checked at the blue carpet, but it wasn’t intrusive and

didn’t hinder me from doing my job. Fans were out taking
pictures and getting autographs and it seemed like everyone
was having a great time.
This past year was interesting – it was the best at times, but
also the worst at others. It was the station’s 45th anniversary,
so we had a lot of events, contests and promotions planned.
We gave away more tickets and meet-and-greets and conducted more artist interviews than ever before. The station
was involved with shows, festivals and events all over Southern
California. On the other side, we had eight listeners lose their
lives and many others injured at Route 91.
We also had The Thomas Fire in December, which was a
massive wildfire in Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties. It was
moving and spreading so quickly that we were constantly giving
listeners updates and news from fire and police on-air and
through social media. At one point, we were broadcasting from our sister station
KBBY because of power outages. But that’s what radio is about. We support our
community and they support us. And that was never more evident than this past
year. We all came together.
The station had its first festival, KHAY Fest, April 8. We had Luke Combs and Ashley McBryde perform and it was a sell-out. Unbeknownst to me, my GM contacted
Combs and they planned to surprise me onstage in front of more than 5,000 listeners in recognition of my ACM win. It was such a cool moment and I’ll never forget it.

Double Down

MEDIUM MARKET PERSONALITY
Steve & Geoff, KUZZ/Bakersfield

Happy Couple:
Steve & Geoff pose for
an engagement photo.

Buckle Bunny: What
happens in Vegas
stays in Vegas, save
half-naked men in
bunny ears.

The Bakersfield boys win with consistency on a number of
levels. Steve Gradowitz and Geoff Emery enjoyed seeing their
numbers come up in Vegas.
S: This was our second win, something neither Geoff nor I
was prepared for – shocked would be a great word to
describe it. We had just got off the air and were eating
breakfast in the station kitchen when our PD Brent Michaels
came in and asked us to come to production, where the staff
was gathered.
G: The first time we won an ACM, we couldn’t believe it. My
wife Val got emotional when we went to that show, saying
she used to watch the show on TV when she was a young girl
and couldn’t believe we were actually there. When we were
told about this win, it put things into a truly surreal feeling
for me. Still won’t believe it until it’s on the mantle.
S: I was battling a severe respiratory condition in Vegas.
Not having a voice made for a wonderful weekend. I even
spent four hours at a nearby clinic waiting for a doc who

never showed, but my wife of 50 years, Jan, and I made it
to the show. We both thought Carrie was the highlight.
G: Wifey Valeri and I arrived Friday, and we did a little
shopping, including M&M’s World. She’s a fiend for slot
machines and has some sort of sixth sense for the ones that
hit, so she paid for lots of stuff that weekend. The atmosphere in Vegas was festive and going as a winner adds a
special air to it. You just want to shout out to anyone who
will listen why you’re there; then you remember country
folks don’t do that! At the show, the highlight for me was
Kelsea’s number and her little excited dance after the cameras were off, but Carrie commanded the arena for sure.
S: Geoff and I didn’t really change much about the core of
the show this year, although we do tweak things here and
there to keep it fresh and current. The listeners are really
the stars of the show. We let them shine and lead the way.
G: Over the past year, we’ve honed things a bit to focus
more on specific events. Consistency is the ultimate key
to winning, and that will continue. The great part about
country is folks will always band together during tragedy,
and do so sincerely. The opening of the ACM Awards
solidified that, and you just knew it was real.
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Best-Laid Plans

MAJOR MARKET PERSONALITY
Bud & Broadway, WIL/St. Louis

ACM

RADIO
WINNERS

It’s been a long time coming, but Bud Ford and Jerry Broadway will take it.
Bud: This was our first! And the first thing that came to mind when we won was
elation!
Broadway: I was numb for about three hours. I just couldn’t process it. When Bud
and I put this show together back in 2010, we had a five-year business plan. And
in that five years our goal was to get to a major market. We only missed it by six
months! We were five years and six months in when we landed in St. Louis. After
we got here we were like, “Well what’s our next goal gonna be?” And we said, “Well,
some hardware would be nice.” So we put together another five-year plan that
basically involved us doing what we do and hoping someone noticed. Two years
later we got our first piece of hardware, so we’re ahead of the curve again. Now
we’ve got to come up with a new plan!
Bud: As for Vegas, what’s so cool is the access to the artists. Broadway got to hang
out with Lee Brice and even play a little Jenga!
Broadway: Yes! We bumped into Lee at an event the label was having and it was
almost over by the time we got there. We asked Lee to step over to the Jenga
table real quick because we thought it’d be funny to get a picture of the two of
us playing Jenga. But it turned into a really intense 30-minute competition! It
got brutal. I realized when I moved my hand off the last block that Lee was
going to win, but he said, “Let’s do it together, man!” So we did and two-byfours fell everywhere.
When it was it was over, Lee said something I thought summed things up pretty
good: “You know, for just a little while I wasn’t a singer and you weren’t a radio guy,
we were just two rednecks playing a game in a bar.” I loved that.
Bud: The limo we rented when we got out there was fun, too.

Busy Man

NATIONAL PERSONALITY
The Bobby Bones Show
Bobby Bones is busy, but not too busy for industry friends.
I flew in from taping American Idol, landed and went
straight to the venue. And I guess the car picked me

Knock On Wood:
Broadway (l) and Lee Brice
celebrate a Jenga tie.
Broadway: ‘Cause why not, right?
Bud: Somebody had to get us to CVS.
Broadway: Right. We told the lady who was driving that we needed to swing by the
CVS ‘cause we’d all forgotten something. It was like, “Well, here we are. We just
drove a limo to a drug store. We must be in Vegas!”
We had a lot of fun. There are six people on the show, but three you’d probably
call the principal players. There’s Bud, myself and Kelly from Arnold, which is what
we call her on the show. And we took our promotions director Rachel Cook.
Bud: Those neck tattoos we got are gonna be around forever.

up at 4:40 the next morning to get out of there and
back to the set. I stay pretty busy and like to stay working, but that was a really crazy time. I couldn’t stay for
the show, but I wanted to get to the radio ceremony
and show the ACM how much I respect what they do.
That was really important to me.
It’s always good to see everybody at once. And I got
to hang out with my friend Jordan Davis, who had a

Cast Away: Premiere’s Bobby Bones (third from left) shows off his
show’s heavy metal with the help of (l-r) Big Machine’s Carly Pearce,
the show’s Eddie, Amy and Lunchbox, and Broken Bow’s Dustin Lynch.

No. 1 that week. We were at some restaurant that’s
way too expensive and probably won’t have the same
name in 18 months, but we got to sit and talk about
life and how it’s changing for him. We talked about
his bartending days, getting a record deal, the first
time I played his song, things like that. I just love that
dude and even took him out on the road at one point.
It was cool to sit and talk, especially because of the
No. 1 that had just happened. That was the
highlight of my trip, really, more so than
our show winning the award. We may or
may not win other awards in the future, but
he’s never going to get another first No. 1.
I didn’t get to do much more than that.
The rest of our show may have gone out, but
I actually went to bed because I hadn’t been
to bed in three or four days at that point. I
did go to a songwriters round, which is a
little lame because I can do that in
Nashville, but my friends Adam Hambrick,
Brandon Ray and Kristian Bush were
playing. That was cool because I got to watch
some record people watch Adam. He’s been
a friend of mine and I took him out tour as
well. So that’s about as wild as I get; no
hookers or anything. I’m just not that fun!
Every year we’ve been allowed to win the
award, we’ve won it, so I’m guessing this
is probably our last one for a while. I keep
them proudly displayed in my home studio.

Three-Part Strategy
SMALL MARKET STATION
KTTS/Springfield, MO

PD Mark Grantin can explain his station’s success in three
words: Local.
The ACMs really do treat you right. They have moved
the radio ceremony since we won a couple of years ago to
a private room at Topgolf. It’s very special and we really
appreciated it.
The telecast was eye-opening. We were amazed by the
production quality and the sound was as good as I’ve
heard it in a longtime. It’s so interesting to see the
production from inside the room and how they count
things down for live TV.
What’s exciting about winning an ACM is that you don’t
know – they don’t give you any warning. As opposed to
the CMAs, where you get word to expect an announcement. For this, I was on the air and got an email. Had to
read it twice and I got very excited. We have a bell near
our GM’s office the sales staff use to celebrate important
moments. You get a good sale, you ring the bell. I don’t
Grantin Wishes: KTTS/Springfield, MO PD Mark Grantin
get to do that very often, but I ran down the hallway and
(second from r) and APD Cash Williams (left) accept their
rang the bell. Everyone came running and I yelled “We
Station of the Year trophy from Carly Pearce and Dustin Lynch.
won! We won! We won!”
It’s a special feeling, because your peers were the
about as a charity and own it. Cash Williams has a ‘Be Better’ initiative benefiting
judges. I have never worked for a radio station as special
Boys & Girls Club, for which he’s gotten support from Blake Shelton and Luke
and customized as KTTS. We still do top-of-the-hour news. We do research. Scripps
Bryan. When Houston flooded we partnered with Convoy of Hope, which ships
is very old school, so we get to make the decisions. It was very gratifying to win.
everything all across the world, to get donations to those in need. In short, we
We play the hits and are supportive of new music. We really wrap our arms
have a three-prong approach: play great music, get involved in the community
around new artists that make sense for us. We are ingrained in the community.
We challenge the staff with what they can do to take something they’re passionate and embrace the listeners. Local, local, local.
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STEPHANIE QUAYLE
SELFISH
“This song has C-O-U-N-T-R-Y
written all over it – play it and
see. Stephanie can deliver
what your P1s haven’t had
in a while.”- JoJo Cerda PD,
KTEX-McAllen

“Whatever ‘it’ is, Stephanie
Quayle has got it! Strong
and sexy and giving a voice
for the modern-day woman!”
-Cory Myers MD,
WWYZ- Hartford

“Stephanie Quayle is
what Country music has
been waiting for and
‘Selfish’ is a sure-fire hit.”
-Keith Hill,
Radio Consultant

“Selfish sounds like a hit to me, and belongs on
the radio.” -David Corey PD, WKLB- Boston

ACM

RADIO
WINNERS

April Showers:
Stills from Cole’s
video of Old
Dominion’s
ACM win.

Win Some, Lose Some
MEDIUM MARKET STATION
WUSY/Chattanooga

The WUSY team kept its focus in a busy year, and PD
Justin Cole says that’s exactly what he’s come to expect.
Vegas was great, the gambling was not. It’s funny,
I’m always really excited to get there, but after
three or four days I’m equally excited to get home.
Accepting Station Of The Year on behalf of the
Chattanooga team was a dream. Every person in this
building works hard and seeing them recognized is
incredibly powerful. Seeing Kane Brown and Lauren

Alaina own the moment during the telecast was
also impactful. Both of them are from our area and
listened to WUSY growing up. The pride our listeners
felt during their performance gives me chills.
The best moment of the trip came during the
awards ceremony. When Old Dominion won Group
Of The Year, I was about three rows back from
[Sony’s] Lauren Thomas and [MCA’s] Katie Dean.
When the winner was announced, LT’s drink went
straight up in the air and covered everyone around
her. I caught it on video and Old Dominion posted it.
I even made a gif of it. I’ll never forget that moment.
It’s hard to articulate the exact feeling of winning
the ACM. It’s exhilarating. Every nominated station

is great and deserving, so when you get word you
won after being buried in a pile of all those amazing
stations, I’d be lying if I didn’t say there was relief. It’s
extremely humbling and a huge honor.
Our station might have stood out this year because
the team was having fun. We have the most listenerfocused talent I’ve ever known and they’re all
passionate about the music and the format. It was an
eventful year. We’ve changed ownership, got a new
GM and Mo [afternooner Melissa Wagner] had a baby
(and it was finally a girl), but we remained focused.
My staff does everything they can for the listeners.
This team embodies positivity more than any other
I’ve worked with. They’re a family and it shows.

An Inside Job

Country radio during the Saturday ceremony
at Topgolf. Dustin is from Tullahoma and I’m
LARGE MARKET STATION
from Sparta. We’re two small-town Tennessee
boys who grew up 60 miles from each other,
WSIX/Nashville
living out different dreams that collide in this
moment. That made it even more special.
PD Gator Harrison got a trip to the fair and came
God has blessed me with several ACM
home with the biggest prize of all, but he won’t claim it.
awards, but this one was incredibly special.
Vegas is the world’s biggest county fair.
My radio families and I have won Small and
There’s lots of blinky lights, games that look
Medium Market Radio Station Of The Year,
easier than they are, rides that should scare the
but this was my first Large Market Station
crap out of you and you know everyone walking
win. To earn it in the crazy competitive home
around. But who doesn’t love a good county fair?
of country music was both unexpected and
I’m such a fanboy for the songwriters and
unbelievable, but it’s more a testament to the
storytellers of our format. I met Busbee and
people I’m blessed to work with. It’s definitely
got to gush over his insightful influence on
The Big 98 family’s ACM Award, not mine.
our city as well as our songs. I invited myself to
This was my first year with The Big 98 and
play basketball at Ashley Gorley’s house and
there were absolutely some special moments.
I witnessed Ross Copperman without a hat!
Bobby Bones and his heart after the Route 91
Dude’s got hair game. Seriously, these are the
wizards behind the curtain granting wishes to our
Pawn Scars: Harrison (l) either needs some extra cash for the Harvest tragedy. Raising and reaching over
$6 million for St Jude. Nielsen returning The
format’s biggest superstars. You don’t see them,
tables, or won some and is coming back for his collateral.
Big 98 to being the No. 1 Country station
but their influence is undeniable and appreciated.
in Nashville, starting January 2017 to today. All of this, obvious from the outside
I also had a random, unplanned, poolside chat with Kip Moore about the life moments
looking in, but what makes The Big 98 special is what’s on the inside. Everyone in
that really matter. I’ll forever be a better man because of that conversation.
this family gives a crap: about country, about our Nashville community and, most
In all honesty, I can’t describe what it’s like to win. Those words don’t exist. It
important, about each other. Caring is always the origin of creation and what this
is, in these moments, where you feel so close, so appreciated, and so a part of the
family has created is undeniably special.
all-encompassing family of country music. Carly Pearce and Dustin Lynch honored

Cheer Thirty

MAJOR MARKET STATION
KMLE/Phoenix

Single’s Up: Richards with MCA’s Jordan
Davis and wife Kristen at the exact moment
“Singles You Up” became his first No. 1.
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Not only did PD Tim Richards lead the charge on Entercom’s combined radio remotes effort, he also picked
up a nice bit of hardware for the station.
Las Vegas was a great experience this year. Collectively, we did a two-day broadcast and
captured a lot of great content. The radio room is the most important part of the week, because
everyone comes through – all the superstars – and that was a ball. I didn’t attend the telecast, so I
gave my tickets to the team, but we did attend the radio awards, which is a separate ceremony at
Topgolf. There was great food, and Dustin Lynch and Carly Pearce gave out the awards.
There was a big loud party at Losers at the MGM grand with Jake Owen and other artists
performing on Saturday, which I snuck out of to buy a gift for my daughter. That same night Jordan
Davis was going for No. 1 and the chart closed at midnight. When I snuck out it was just about
midnight and by chance I ran into him and his wife. He said, “We got it!” He was so happy and
choked up and I gave him a big bear hug and picked him up. I had to take a selfie with them the
moment he scored the No.1. That’s the kind of magic that happens at the ACMs.
It was a lot of fun and a remarkable honor for our station and the team on its 30th birthday.
I actually went back through the history of the station and this is the first time we’ve won Major
Market Station of the Year.
Everybody at the station works really hard. Two primary things likely contributed to us winning
this year. One is that we’re really focused outwardly on the community. Our St. Jude radiothon
raised $320,000 this past year. The other is what we do on the air to differentiate ourselves. It’s all
about live and local and developing a relationship with the listeners. Our plan is to indoctrinate
the listener into the KMLE nation, to make them proud of being part of it. My hope is that has
resonated, but whatever the reason, I’m grateful to have to this win for the staff.
CAC

