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f ever an artist was a
natural for Las Vegas,
it’s Scotty McCreery.
Winning seems to come
easy – or at least look
easy – for the teen Idol,
who racked up another
career milestone with
his ACM New Artist of
the Year trophy at April’s
awards show. His relaxed
and affable approach,
while certainly a big
part of his appeal, can
also camouflage how
hard he’s working. And
awards weekend turns
out to be another big
step forward in the education and elevation of a
rising young star.

ACM Week With...

Scotty
McCreery

Home Away From: A full schedule
starts Thursday in Los Angeles as McCreery
makes a return trip to the stage of American
Idol. “It was nice getting back there, seeing
the contestants and knowing what they’ve
been through” McCreery says. “I’ve been
in their shoes, going through elimination
night and being scared.”
The homecoming of sorts reflects
a recurring theme. “We saw talent
coordinators that drove us here, there and
everywhere while we were living in L.A. for
four months,” he says. “It was like seeing
family you haven’t visited in awhile.”
McCreery takes the opportunity to pass
some advice to this year’s hopefuls. “I didn’t
get to spend as much time with them as I
would have liked, but I did tell them, ‘Just
sing. You’ve been doing it your whole life.
Don’t get caught up in the arrangements
and what clothes would look good. If you
do, you’ll get stressed out and your blood
pressure rises and all that stuff. Just sing.
That’s what it’s all about.’”
Sage advice from an 18-year-old whose
schedule is, nevertheless, about a lot more
than singing. The McCreery family – Scotty,
dad Mike, mom Judy and older sister
Ashley – fly to Las Vegas Friday morning.
“It’s a big family reunion,” Scotty says. “It’s
rare when the four of us all get together.”
Time Crunch: A few hours at the Dial
Global radio remotes, interviews and that
night’s performance at the Fremont Street
Experience don’t leave much down time.
But Scotty knows what to do with it. “I took
a one-hour nap,” he smiles. “I learned a
few months ago any time you get a chance
to take a nap, do it. You ain’t getting much
sleep anymore. Especially in Vegas.”
Friday night’s performance is
invigorating. “Vegas is still all new to me,”
he says. “I’ve seen the pictures of the
Las Carolina: Hometown fans bring
WQDR/Raleigh along for a Scotty
shout-out (left).
You Go Boss: Scotty (below) with incoming
UMG/Nashville head Mike Dungan and
Lionel Richie. “He seemed like a cool
guy,” McCreery says. “It was tough to
make an impression talking to him for
the first time because I’m standing next
to Lionel Richie. I’m laying low, just trying
to take in the conversation. We kind of let
Lionel do the talking.”
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neon cowboy, but didn’t know that was
old Vegas. So when I got onstage and
saw it I was like, ‘Oh, this is what it is!’
“It was packed! They said 40,000 –
people as far as the eye could see. We
hadn’t performed as a band in two or
three weeks, and I swear it was like we
hadn’t stopped. The energy was right up
there. I’m surprised I didn’t lose my voice
because I was yelling the whole time.”
The ACM Awards’ dual venues mean
New Artist nominees again perform at

the Mandalay Bay. McCreery rehearses
Saturday morning, running through
a truncated edit of his “Water Tower
Town” a few times. “They told me it
would be the shortest song I’ll ever sing
in my career, so have fun with it,” he
says. Manager Trisha McClanahan helps
rework the wording of his Brad Paisley
intro. Then it’s off to the Orleans for
the McCoy & Associates remotes.
Train Station: “I needed to do this,”
he says while moving suite to suite and

Wynn And You’re In: Backstage with Trisha Yearwood and Garth
Brooks.
Team Spirit: Backstage with tour manager Mike Childers (l) and
manager Trisha McClanahan.
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Vegas Experience:
At Fremont (left),
with KWEN/
Tulsa’s Jim Carey
at the Orleans
and signing for a
fan (below).

station to
station. “A
lot of artists
come up
through
radio, but I
did Idol and
now I’m trying
to get to radio.
It’s nice being able
to be in California
in one room and in the
next New York. And when I’m on tour
with Brad, I try to go to the stations
sometimes and say hi. I’m building
those relationships and trust.
“Country music is Country radio.
Radio drives it, I grew up listening to it
and I know it’s important. At [Friday’s]
remotes I saw a lot of artists like me
who are still coming up, but then I
saw Keith Urban and Taylor Swift walk
in. That’s a reinforcement of just how
important Country radio is. When you
have somebody so established and right
at the top of the business still coming to
the remotes, that spoke wonders to me.
I never want to take it for granted.”
The weekend is another reminder
of the work ethic a successful country
career demands. “The first time I got a
taste of that was the week we released
the CD,” Scotty says. “I have never
experienced anything like that in my
life. We were in L.A. one night, took the
redeye to New York – craziness! It was
intense, but a fun intense. I couldn’t
get enough. Of course, I was tired at the
end of the day. If I didn’t like it, then
I’d have to question whether I wanted
to do this, but it was fun. And Idol was a
cool boot camp, so I wasn’t shocked by
it – you’re used to working seven days a
week and doing a lot of different stuff.”
Ropin’ The Wynn: A Saturday
morning shuttle ride finds the family
wondering if they can get in to see a
Garth Brooks performance at the Wynn
that night. “We figured it would be sold
out, but found some tickets that had
been given up at the last minute,” Scotty
says later. “We snagged those, and then
my manager talked to his manager and
we got the chance to go back and meet
Garth, Trisha and his daughter.
“I’ve never seen him in concert, but I
had his DVD set and would sit criss-cross
applesauce in the living room watching
him. He’s so personable and that Vegas
show is so intimate. A lot of guys could
just get up there, sing their songs and
then go home, but you could tell he was
really connecting with and cared about
the fans. Anything I can do to learn
from Garth, I’m taking notes.”
McCreery, who had just revealed
plans to attend college at North
Carolina State, may have more in
common with Brooks than country
music. “He loved the fact that I’m
going to college,” Scotty says of their
backstage conversation. “He majored in
marketing, which is one of the majors
I’m thinking about.”
Show Whirls: Sunday allows
McCreery to take his own advice ...
and sing. “I’m a guy who feeds off the
fans’ energy, so once we got to the
Mandalay Bay and saw all the people,
it energized me,” he says. “It was short,
but everybody in that category got the

same amount of time. The
Band Perry told me they
got an extra minute for
their performance the
year after they won [New
Artist], so I guess I can look
forward to that.”
He can, after hitting the
New Artist jackpot. “It ranks
right up there, if not at the top
of everything I’ve done before,”
McCreery admits. “That’s a prestigious
awards show. I’m still trying to gain
credibility in country music, so to have
something like that under my belt
means the world to me, and we’re still
building. Sometimes it will take baby
steps, and I know it won’t always be this
big, but I was pretty pumped. This was a
big leap forward for us.”
Following the show, Scotty hit the
press room and then performed at the

“

Then I saw
Keith Urban
and
Taylor Swift
walk in.
That’s a
reinforcement
of just how
important
Country
radio is.

”

Fan Jam. “After that we went back to
the hotel room and crashed,” McCreery
says. “We had an early flight home the
next morning. No big parties in Vegas
for me and the family.”
Back in North Carolina, life returns
to a new semblance of normal. “I went
on a school retreat after the ACMs and
someone said to me, ‘It’s really cool that
when you go out there you take Garner
(NC) with you, and when you come
back you bring home what you’ve done,
like the ACM Award.’ That really meant
a lot because I’ve tried to stay rooted,
remember where I came from and
bring them along for the ride. After all,
they raised me around here and made
me who I am today.”
CAC

