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What a difference a year makes ... or a weekend, for that 
matter. Heading into April’s ACMs, Kimberly Perry 
addressed the Republic Nashville trio’s notoriety: “As 

far as being recognized more in public, I guess that’s happening, 
but we just have such a great team around us that keeps us very 
normal. I’m not sure we’re totally aware of the impact.”

That was about to change.
For The Band Perry, the ACM Awards are bookend moments. 

“Last year we got to experience the ACM Awards for the first 
time,” Neil Perry says. “It was actually the first awards show we 
ever attended. We always say we were fans firsts, then artists, and 
we felt that way in 2010. Attending this year and being as involved 
as we are is kind of crazy. A year ago we got to stay back and watch 
how everybody else did it. This time we have to stand out in front.” 

The progression from a No. 1 single (“If I Die Young”) 
and gold-certified album (The Band Perry) to dual network 
performances (ACM Awards and Girls’ Night Out) and the Top 
New Artist trophy was felt in many ways. The action started 
Friday at the radio remotes. “This is our third set of remotes,” 
Kimberly says. “We’re now not only business friends with 

the people in radio, but personal friends, too. We’re having 
conversations rather than interviews.”

More than ever before, the band felt the embrace of their 
fellow artists, including an early and perhaps luck-inducing 
visit with last year’s Top New Artist. “It was great getting to see 
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Las Virginia Beach: Catching up with radio at the Westwood 
One remotes Friday. “These weeks always feel like a 
family reunion,” Neil says. “It was great seeing our radio 
family.” Kimberly adds, “What I’m so excited about is that 
the questions being asked are deeper and more creative 
questions. We’re past first impressions.” Pictured (l-r) are 
Reid, WGH/Norfolk’s John Shomby, Kimberly, WGH’s Mark 
McKay and Neil.

Lost: Passengers and crew of Oceanic flight 815 ... oops, wrong 
caption. The Band Perry and crew cool their heels after being 
dropped at an empty Mandalay Bay loading dock for rehearsals 
with no way into the building. “They sent a search party for us,” 
Kimberly says. Reid adds, “We were about to set out signal fires.”

Lights, Camera, 
Inaction: Reid has 
some downtime 
during Mandalay 
Bay rehearsals.

We Are Family: Visiting 
wit Sugarland’s Kristian 
Bush during rehearsals 

at the Mandalay Bay.



Luke Bryan, who we met at our rehearsal,” Reid Perry says. 
“And Kristian Bush was very warm with us.”

Following the show’s dual-venue format, TBP and fellow 
New Artist nominee Eric Church performed on Sugarland’s set 
at the Mandalay Bay Events Center. “Kristian gave us lots of 
advice, exchanged info with us and really tried to help us wrap 
our arms around all this,” Kimberly says. “Having these artists 
who are tried-and-true be willing to bring us into the fold is pretty 
incredible. You have to have a sense of ego to be doing this, but I 
don’t ever feel that from other artists. It feels like a family.”

Friday and Saturday’s R&R – that’s remotes and rehearsals, 
for the uninitiated – were capped with a late-afternoon gold 
party at the Mandalay Bay. “That was pretty special for us,” 
Reid says. “What we love most is getting to see the other artists 
and visiting with Country radio. We really do feel like we have 
a personal relationship with the folks in radio, and getting to see 
them gathered in one place is great.”

Next came wardrobe, dress rehearsal and arrivals at Sunday’s 
CBS-TV telecast. “One of our favorite things about the ACMs 

is all the fans lining the streets, screaming and hollering,” Neil 
says. “It’s a very outgoing vibe with the ACM show. It’s fun.”

After red-carpeting at the MGM Grand, the Perry siblings 
shipped themselves over to their performance venue. “Being at 
the MGM last year, even though it’s the ACMs, it’s an awards 
show and you see it in the attire people wear,” Reid says. “The 
Mandalay Bay felt more like a concert or a festival.”

That spirit suited the band fine. “There’s nothing better than 
feeling that connection with the fans and doing a wild show 
in front of an excited country audience,” Neil explains. “The 
Mandalay Bay was one fun party – sweaty, standing-room-only 
and fans up against the stage. It felt great.”

And even better when they received the Top New Artist 
honor. The media rounds, an After Jam performance and a 
post-show dinner with the Big Machine Label Group followed. 
Neil was again impressed by the company they kept, in this 
case, Reba. “Of course, we’ve met her before, but it doesn’t 
matter if it’s the first or 10th time, she just has a presence,” he 
says. “Real star power. And at the same time, she’s got such a 
sweet personality and makes everyone feel at ease. That was a 

moment. We all took pictures with her. She’s amazing.”
Seeking the counsel of fellow artists was a theme for the 

weekend. “They all pretty much said the same thing,” Neil 
explains. “It’s just about making sure you enjoy the moment. You 
only get your first award once. Right now, we’re just excited about 
having the awards mailed to our house.” Meeting the Zac Brown 
Band at the Warner Music Nashville party was another highlight, 
but it wasn’t exactly a hit-the-tables-and-celebrate kind of night.

“We got room service back in our rooms at the MGM,” Neil 
says. “It was kind of late when we got done, but we got to prop 
our feet up, watch TV and have some good food. I’m only 20, 
so even if I wanted to go out and celebrate, I couldn’t quite yet.”

Kimberly adds, “We’re more morning people than night 
people. Regardless of what time we get in, I’m up at 7:30 the 
morning after the show, checking charts and on the phone with 
[Republic Nashville’s] Matt Hargis talking radio. Also, we had 
to tuck Neil in early.”

While the ACMs may be bookends to The Band Perry’s 
tremendous year of growth, they are very-different looking 
bookends. “To be a part of it, performing, up for an award 

and actually getting to accept it is pretty amazing,” Reid says. “And that’s 
on top of celebrating our album going gold in just six months.” Kimberly 
adds, “I’m starting to feel like the ground beneath our feet is actually 
concrete like we’ve got something solid to build on. But with that win 
comes an overwhelming sense of responsibility. In some ways, we have 
to continue to earn that award every day. Our goal is to work twice as 
hard as we did last year. We really want to be the people’s band.”

And, apparently, they are. “The most shocking thing, and that’s 
not overstatement, was walking into the Vegas airport Tuesday 
morning and, all of a sudden, all these people knew who we were,” 
Kimberly explains. “A line actually formed as people came up 
congratulating us. Then we got on a plane and connected through 
Chicago, and again we had people coming up and congratulating us, 
telling us they saw the show and thought we did well. After our flight 
from Chicago to Greenville, SC, it was the same thing all the way 
from the terminal to baggage. Those were wonderful moments when 
the whole weekend in Las Vegas finally sank in and I thought, ‘We 
may have turned a new corner.’”                                                   CAC
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Magic Carpet Ride: 
TBP on the way to the big show.

Sharpie Dressed: Kimberly autographs a hat prior to the 
ACM Awards. “People actually knew who we were,” she says. 
“They were backed up on the red carpet, so we got to sign 
autographs, shake hands and take pictures with fans for 
about 15 minutes.”

Winning! Band, label and management celebrate the Top New 
Artist win backstage. Pictured (l-r) are Reid and Neil Perry, 
Republic Nashville’s Matt Hargis and Jimmy Harnen, Kimberly 
Perry, and Bob Doyle & Associates’ Kates Snyder and Bob Doyle.


