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ave Haywood, Charles Kelley and 
Hillary Scott landed in Las Vegas late 
one Thursday evening in May with a 
full itinerary, two shows to perform, 

an ACM presenter’s slot and a New Vocal Duo or 
Group nomination. The Capitol/Nashville trio flew 
out Monday with their first major award, armloads 
of free artist swag and their first top 5 hit – “Love 
Don’t Live Here.” In between, Lady Antebellum 
got their first full-on taste of a major awards event 
weekend. And Country Aircheck was there.
 The 43rd Annual ACM Awards was actually 
Kelley’s second trip to Vegas, having attended last 
year’s show and participated in the charity motor-
cycle ride. But the band was only recently signed 
at that point. “Even at the CMAs in November, 
not many people knew us,” Kelley says. “This time 
we’re going with a purpose, so it has a different feel. 
We’re excited.”

Friday
	 First	things	first,	Lady	A	give	the	Westwood	One	radio	
remote	a	full	tour	Friday	morning.	“I’m	not	exactly	sure	 
how	many	stations	it	was,	like	32	in	three	hours,	I	think,”	
Hillary	says.	
	 “We	got	to	see	so	many	people	who	really	seem	proud	
that	they	took	a	chance	on	us	early,”	Hillary	continues.	
“That’s	a	really	cool	feeling	and	it	was	great	to	reconnect	
with	people	we	haven’t	seen	in	a	while.”

	 That	evening,	the	band	performs	a	free,	online,	interac-
tive	concert	through	DeepRockDrive.com.	At	the	show,	the	
band	can	view	flat	screens	where	fans	are	commenting	on	
the	performance,	giving	shout-outs,	offering	digital	applause	
and	requesting	songs.	“A	lot	of	our	core	fans	have	been	on-
line	and	on	our	MySpace	page	supporting	us,	and	I	expected	
we’d	see	them	there,”	Dave	says.	
	 “But	in	a	lot	of	ways,	we	weren’t	sure	what	to	ex-
pect,”	Charles	adds.	“We’re	a	band	that	connects	with	
people	through	the	Internet	anyway	with	our	Webisode	
Wednesdays,	and	this	turned	out	really	cool.	We	caught	
ourselves	reading	while	we	were	singing,	which	was	a	new	
experience.”
	 “People	were	texting	in,	‘Charles	is	so	hot!	Hillary,	will	
you	marry	me?’”	Dave	says.	“We	were	just	looking	at	this	
giant	plasma	and	actually	talking	back	to	people	between	the	
songs.	There	were	people	there	from	13	different	countries.”

Saturday
	 The	motorcycle	ride	came	early	for	Charles,	who	was	
up	late	at	the	tables.	“A	little	blackjack,	a	little	roulette,”	he	
says.	“I	actually	put	it	all	on	green	and	hit.	But	I’ve	got	two	
more	days	here.	There’s	still	plenty	of	time	to	lose	it.”
	 Both	Dave	and	Hillary	say	they	have	no	interest	in	
riding	a	Harley,	with	Charles	or	otherwise.	“I	might	see	if	
they’ll	let	me	ride	a	Vespa	next	year,”	Hillary	says.
	 Charles	actually	cuts	his	ride	short	to	return	to	the	hotel	
in	time	for	New	Artist	Party	for	a	Cause	rehearsals.	Lady	A	
will	perform	two	songs,	“Lookin’	For	A	Good	Time”	and	the	
single,	“Love	Don’t	Live	Here.”

Love Does 
Live Here
ACM Week  
With Lady Antebellum

“We looked around at some of 
the other artists, and thought, 
‘Seriously? We’re sitting here?’”

–Dave Haywood

Metal Shop: Lady A starts the week with WQYK/Tampa’s Dave McKay and 
Randy Price at the radio remotes (above), and ends it holding trophies in 
the backstage press room (below)
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 From the MGM convention center ballroom that will hold  
that night’s crowd, they’re shuttled over to the Grand Garden Arena 
to rehearse their presenting slot on the CBS awards telecast. “This 
is our first appearance on the ACMs,” Hillary says, practicing  
her line. Dave chimes in with his, “But only one can win, so here  
are the nominees for Top New Female Vocalist.” Charles keeps his 
line to himself, at least until they’re called onstage for their  
run-through.
 The band packs in a five-minute burrito at craft services and a 
syndicated radio interview before hitting the artist gift room, where 
they’re showered with free clothes, electronics, sunglasses, luggage 
and more. Designers show off their wares and guitar cases are filled 
with goodies. Charles loads up on baby gear. “I’m going to be the 
best uncle ever,” he says. Later he accepts a beard trimmer while 
Dave gets some ribbing for choosing a flat iron. “I’m not holding 
that in the picture,” he says.
 That night, Lady A go on third at the New Artist Party for a 
Cause, and ACM Executive Director Bob Romeo praises their per-
formance, echoing the enthusiastic crowd response. But the main 
event is still to come.
 “I’m not looking forward to three hours of hair on Sunday,” 
Hillary says. “I have a 9am call and theirs is after 11, I think. It’s 
just so unfair.”

Sunday
 The 43rd Annual ACM Awards starts at 5pm local time, which 
seems early but still gives the band plenty of time to ponder their 
situation. For instance, whether they need to be prepared in the 
event they win. 

 “It needs to be spontaneous, but there are also a lot of impor-
tant people who have contributed to this,” Dave says. “Even being 
nominated is amazing, but I can’t imagine having 10 seconds to 
thank the world.”
 On a cloudless day in the Nevada desert, the heat becomes a 
focal point for artists dressed to the hilt for the walk down the me-
dia-populated orange carpet. “It’s such a crazy experience,” Hillary 
says. “It was really, really hot, but being our first award nomination 

I think we were too nervous and excited to realize it. And everyone 
was so nice to us.
 “We were on the Ellen Degeneres show when our album came 
out, and we have become friends with some of her team, so it was 
great to chat with them on the carpet.”
 Inside, they take their seats with the rest of the artist-heavy 
crowd. “Thankfully, the award we presented and the one we were 
nominated for were really early in the show,” he says. “I don’t 
know if we would have made it if they had been later. We looked 
around at some of the other artists, and thought, ‘Seriously? We’re 
sitting here?’”
 And then things begin to move quickly. They present Taylor 

Swift with her Top New Female Vocalist award. Before they 
know it, they’re walking to the stage to accept their own award. 
“Everything’s been pretty unbelievable,” Dave says later in the 
pressroom. “Playing the Opry, touring with Martina McBride, put-
ting a record out.”
 “It truly feels like a dream,” Hillary says. Asked about her 
emotional reaction, she admits, “I cry at Hallmark commercials. 
It’s just an overwhelming feeling.”

 Later, the band celebrates with Capitol staff at a dinner, and 
they’re content to rest on their winnings. There will be no gambling 
this night. “We had already won enough for the night and didn’t 
want to take our chances on losing money,” Hillary says. “I’m sure
this will sink in at some point, but for now, it’s still very surreal.”
 Dave admits having to go back later to watch the awards. “We 
were so nervous and overwhelmed by it all,” he says. “Much of it is 
a blur.”
 Monday, as they prepare to fly out of Las Vegas, “Love 
Don’t Live Here” reaches No. 5 on the Country Aircheck/
Mediabase chart. “It’s  one of the first songs we wrote back when 
we were writing songs just to be writing songs,” Dave says. “It’s 
always been special to us. There are so many great artists in country 
music right now, so to have Country radio be so supportive of us 
this early is incredibly humbling.”
 And for Lady Antebellum, this auspicious start is only the be-
ginning. “We have a busy summer ahead,” Hillary says. “We’re so 
excited to get out there and celebrate with everyone who has helped 
make all this possible.” CAC

ACM Week With Lady Antebellum

“I have a 9am call and theirs is after 
11, I think. It’s just so unfair.”
 –Hillary Scott

Party Crowd: Lady Antebellum rock the house at the New 
Artist Party For A Cause (below), earning special praise from 
ACM’s Bob Romeo (above).

Pacifist: Dave, Hillary and Charles show off their swag room 
haul. Free is good.
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