Gaylon Christie

“I Use The Word Blessed”

Air-personality, salesperson, GM and station owner, Gaylon
Christie accomplished much during his 50-plus years in
radio, all of it playing exclusively Country music in Texas.
Already successful as a morning man and GM, he built
KOOV/Copperas Cove, TX from the ground up in 1977,
operating it hands-on until his 2001 retirement. Fiercely proud to be both Texan and in small market
radio, Christie had a major influence on the industry by serving on the CRS Board of Directors for 12
years. It was Christie who lobbied to have CRS oversee the Country Radio Hall of Fame and to make
programmers and GMs whose off-air contributions helped grow the format eligible for induction. In
2000, CRS recognized his industry contributions by honoring him with its President’s Award. Christie’s
lifelong love for Country is rooted in his background as a musician, where his career began.
Sharp Dressed Man:
Christie behind the
microphone, sometime in
the ’50s.

“

If you’re
a young
broadcaster
and you
really love
the industry,
you
should be
hoping to
someday be
considered
for the Hall.

”

If You’re Gonna Play In Texas:
Alabama’s Randy Owen visits
KOOV/Copperas Cove and
Gaylon Christie.

The musician thing was something that just
happened. Back then you couldn’t make any money
in radio by itself. But you could go pick a guitar for
$50-$60 a night, a lot more money than you could
get in radio. This was back when television was new,
too. If you were on TV each week with your own
show, you were something. We had that going on.
Goodness, I was a 17-year old senior at Holland
High School in Texas and I made $16,500 playing
steel guitar in 1954. Did I save it? Hell no!
When I first got into radio you were either the
early morning disc jockey, the late night DJ or
on at noon. It was block programming and that’s
when they played Country music. Because of my
background as a musician, I was the Country
guy. My first job at KTEM/Temple, TX was a
15-minute show at noon.
I continued playing music on the weekends with
my band, Gaylon Christie and The Downbeats. We
backed up every country artist that came through
because, in those days, nobody had a band. They
would play with a local group of musicians in each
town. We got to know a lot of them. Willie Nelson
was a songwriter just starting out at the time and
he would come and hang out on our bus. He
played us many of the songs as he was working
on them, including “Hello Walls.” He was also
involved in Gospel music and I remember him
sharing “There’s A Family Bible On The Table.”
Another one he played us was “Ain’t It Funny How
Time Slips Away.” Pretty soon his career took off
and we’d still see him every once in a while. He’d
say to me, “I remember ole’ Gaylon, we used to be broke
together.” And I’d say, “Yeah, and one of us still is.”
There were two radio stations in Texas that went from blocks
of Country music to playing it fulltime. KENS/San Antonio
was one. We saw that and thought it if they can do it, we can.
So we did that at KTON/Belton, TX in the early ’60s. We
worked out the format. It wasn’t a pure Country format; it
wasn’t a honky tonk-get drunk-cheat-on-your-wife format. The
music was growing up and it really worked. We began to do
live shows with Roger Miller, Marty Robbins and Ferlin Husky.
We thought that would bring loyalty to the music and the
station and help build the format, too. We always connected
the community with these concerts.
You go through phases as a young guy. First you’re a DJ and you
get a lot of airtime, but soon you realize the money is in sales. So
I went into that and started making a little money. While I was
working at KTON, the station was sold and the new owner asked
me to run it for him and that’s how I became a GM.
Leaving KTON in 1975 was the most difficult decision I ever
made in my life, but you have to keep moving. I was GM of
KXOL/Ft. Worth for a few years and there were eight stations
there. Seven of the eight changed ownership and management
in one year. That spoke to me very loudly. I wanted a place where
you had more stability than that. I wanted a place where you could
grow, financially and in other ways.
But that was the right decision. Sometimes things you do in
your career and your life, you like to think it’s because of your
genius but the most important thing is timing, really. That’s where
I met my business partner and we formed the M&M Corporation.
He had the money and I had the mouth. With that combination
we made KOOV work for a long time.
I looked around and the largest market in the area without a radio
station was Copperas Cove, TX. It was right there in the middle of
that Ft. Hood military complex, where about 55,000 soldiers were
stationed. You just knew there was an audience. It took me about
two years and we finally got it on the air in 1977. I was the owner,
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GM and stayed on the air because I worked cheaper than anybody
else. And I had done mornings for a long time in that market. We
were putting this brand new station on and I thought we needed a
familiar voice to add some stability. I did mornings for about seven
years until the station grew and we hired another morning man.
Was it hard to sell KOOV in 2001? Oh, gosh no. I had people
lined up to buy the station. The merchants were all doing well,
which meant advertising was doing well for us. The timing was
right, it felt good and everything came together. I sold it to
Cumulus, back when everybody was trying to buy radio stations.
That was a very good deal. They snapped it up quickly and I took
off to the bank, smiling. And after that sale, I retired.
I became buddies with Chuck Chellman who helped found
what was then the Country DJ Hall of Fame. At one point I told
him the Hall belongs under the stewardship of CRS because
that’s what we do; it’s a natural fit. There are also a lot of great
programmers who deserve to be in the Hall. That’s how CRS
came to oversee the Hall of Fame and I’m glad to have seen that
happen. If you’re a young broadcaster and you really love the
industry, you should be hoping to someday be considered for
the Hall. I never was too serious about that because guys from
small markets don’t dream of that.
The first reaction after being told of the Hall of Fame induction is
that you really can’t believe it. Then you ask yourself, do I belong
here? KOOV was a small market station, as was KTON. I never
chose to go the big market route because I wasn’t looking for
another job that paid $15 more per week, or an offer to be Assistant
Music Director. That never appealed to me. I saw the opportunity
for ownership in Copperas Cove, which was a stable little town. It
just felt where I needed to be. The final step would be there.
To have been active in this business, grown into ownership for so
many years, well, what else could you ask for? That’s a career that
a lot of people would trade me for. I use the word blessed. I was
blessed with wonderful employees and, most of all, great timing.
It wasn’t always my doing, it just happened. I wasn’t dumb enough
to mess it up. I just shut up and went on with it.
CAC

BLACK RIVER ENTERTAINMENT
WELCOMES YOU TO CRS 2013!

DON’T MISS THE
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