Rachel Reinert, Cheyenne Kimball and Mike and Tom Gossin rode the “Wild At
Heart” wave to the top 15 before cresting at the American Music Awards with their textvoted all-genre Breakthrough Artist win. The group’s second single “How Far Do You
Wanna Go?” began the year by rolling into the top 40.

Gloriana

Did you listen to Country radio growing up?
CK: My grandfather actually was a country singer, so
I was raised on it. I’m from Dallas, but I listened to
every station.
RR: I spent most of my life in Southern California,
but my mom’s from Missouri and my dad was raised
on a farm in Illinois. They always had Country music
on when I was growing up. I used to listen to KZLA/
Los Angeles, and I was really sad when it went away.
What’s really great, though, is that KKGO is there now.
What’s it like to visit those stations?
RR: It’s really great. We did a huge radio tour when we
were starting out, and I feel like we’ve been to every
major city in the US. Everyone is real nice, and it’s cool
to see the whole operation. We got to show them who
we are, how we play and what kind of musicians we are.
Do you recall the first time
you heard your song on
the radio?
RR: We were in San Jose and in
the car, and all of the sudden it
came on KRTY. We all freaked
out. I will never forget that.
Does hearing your song
ever get old?
MG: It hasn’t, because of all the
travel. You don’t have much time
to turn on the radio and search for
the song. The couple times we
have heard it were amazing.

What’s your most vivid memory from your
radio tour?
MG: Riding in that 15-passenger van, which
wasn’t the most comfortable thing. Trying to sleep
in it, and it stunk like dirty socks and pizza. We had
a blast, though.
TG: This guy came to a meet-and-greet, and told
us about how he had our CD in his truck when it
got stolen. When the car was recovered, they found
all the CDs had been taken except ours, and it had
a fingerprint on it that turned out to be the thief’s.
They ended up catching him with the Gloriana CD.
What’s been a real “wow” moment from the year?
CK: The AMA win was unbelievable for us, and we,
of course, thank Country radio for that. None of the
fans would know who we were without radio.
TG: We totally didn’t expect to win. We were up
against Lady Gaga, and we thought there was no way
we were going to win, so we didn’t get our hopes up.
When they called our name, it was pretty bizarre.
What does CRS mean to you?
CK: The Country world is so much like family, so it’s
great to catch up with so many artists we toured with
along the way.
Do you have any expectations for the New
Faces show?
TG: We watched it last year, and it was one of those
moments when you get the “I so wish that I was up
there” itch. This year it’s an honor for us, and we
can’t wait to show people who we are.

CRS 2010’s New Faces of Country
Five of country music’s brightest lights, as determined
by CRS attendees, will perform at the annual New
Faces of Country Music show on Feb. 26.

Country Aircheck caught up with each of this year’s
selected artists somewhere on the road to find out
how radio looks from the artist side of the fence.

This “Honky Tonk Badonkadonk” co-writer showed the country that “Anything Goes” when
his top 20 debut single caught the attention of David Letterman and earned him an invite
to perform on The Late Show in 2008. Next, Houser took “Boots On” to the top 5. As he
readies his next album, “Whistlin’ Dixie” is climbing the chart.

Did you listen to Country radio growing up?
All my life. When you grow up in Mississippi, Country
radio is pretty much all you listen to. It’s been a huge part
of my life.
What was your hometown station?
WQST/Forest, MS, but they’ve become American Family
Radio now. The closest after that are WUSJ/Jackson, MS
and WOKK/Meridian, MS.
Do you recall the first time you heard your song
on the radio?
It was on Country Countdown USA with Lon Helton.
Jamey Johnson and I were in my car, and I had just hit

the top 30. I was out doing radio tours when “Anything
Goes” came out, and I only have satellite radio on the
bus, so I was never listening to FM radio. Memories of
growing up, learning how to play guitar with my daddy,
and playing clubs all those years came rushing back. What
was real fun about it is that two songs later, we got to hear
“In Color.” It’s something I’ll never forget.
Does hearing your song ever get old?
You’re always exited to get to hear it playing on the radio.
We’re mixing the new album right now, and last night I
went out in my car to listen to it. When I turned on the radio,
“Whistlin’ Dixie” was playing, so I got to stick a new song in
after it, and A-B it to see how they matched up.
What is your most vivid memory from your radio
tour?
I was with Allen Mitchell, before he went to Mercury, and
we were in Kansas City. KBEQ was having their birthday
bash and it was also [MD] TJ McEntire’s birthday, so they
took us to a karaoke bar in middle of nowhere. We got
plowed and sang until four in the morning. It was one of the
most fun nights. Then there’s the time I put John Trapane’s
head through the bus window (pictured). We went to see
him when he was still in Detroit, and the wind sent the bus
mirror into the window.

Randy
Houser

Has there been a real “wow” moment in the
last year?
When I realized Country Aircheck had named me the No.
1 New Artist, according to airplay. That’s pretty wow!
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Last year saw Brian Bandas, Eric Gunderson and Stephen Barker Liles grow
from “that band with the guy Taylor Swift sang about” to a top 10 country trio. After
the chart ascension of “Runaway” on the now-shuttered Carolwood, LNT moved to
sister label Lyric Street and released their latest single “Dancing In Circles.”
What stations did you listen to
growing up?
BB: KASE/Austin.
EG: I had two: WSOC and WKKT/Charlotte.
SBL: WQYK/Tampa. The first time we ever
heard “Runaway” on the radio, it turned out to
be them, which was pretty cool.
What is it like visiting those stations?
SBL: It’s awesome to go to your hometown
and play for stations that you listened to forever.
Someone called us “the little Eagles” when we
were at ‘QYK. Then Brian said, “That’s the best
thing you could have said.”

Love And
Theft

What were you doing when you heard
your song on-air for the first time?
SBL: It was toward the beginning of the radio tour. We
were back at the hotel, and had an hour or two to take a nap.
EG: I was in a really bad mood, I guess, because I
was awakened from a nap.
SBL: It was awesome, though, and then the same day
– they saw it, I didn’t – we had our song “World Wide
Open” on a commercial.
Does hearing your song ever get old?
BB: I’ve heard a lot of stories. People say, “Man,
you’re going to get so sick of hearing your song,” but
I don’t.
What’s your most vivid memory from your
radio tour?
EG: Our first radio visit was KBWF/San Francisco,
and we did not know what to expect. It was when
[former PD] Scott Mahalick was still there.
SBL: There was a piano in the lobby, and we saw
it and were like, “Let’s play here.” Scott just stood
there, and we started playing and people started
coming out.
EG: Then he said, “I want my morning guys to
hear you,” and asked if we’d been on the air yet.
He immediately took us in the studio, we were

interviewed on the air, and then they played our song.
He was so excited about the song from the beginning.
SBL: It was awesome going from being nervous as
crap to him being so excited. Our reps kept telling us,
“This isn’t going to happen everywhere.”
How have you been adjusting to your new
promotion staff?
SBL: Our old regionals were like our best friends. They
were there from the first day we ever went to a radio
station. We got to know them on a very personal level.
Lyric Street is like a family, though, so we were already
really good friends with the regionals.
EG: We originally thought we were going to be working
with them anyway.
BB: We’re very fortunate to have such a tight-knit team.
What does CRS mean to you?
SBL: We’re really looking forward to CRS this year
because we’ve made so many friends at Country
radio, and a lot of them we only get to see two or
three times a year.
Do you have any expectations about the
New Faces show?
BB: We’re ready to rock out.

In 2008, the Arkansas native broke into the top 40 with “Back That Thing Up,” and
returned last year to finish the job with the No. 1 smash “Small Town USA.” As Moore and
his wife welcome their first child, his “other” baby “Backwoods” makes its way at radio.
Did you listen to Country radio growing up?
I grew up in a town of 300 people in central Arkansas
– that’s what everybody listens to. I always loved the
lyrics because they described how I was living. I don’t
think I could sing or listen to anything else; my dad
would disown me.
What were your local stations?
There are a couple, KSSN/Little Rock and KQUS/Hot
Springs, AR. In Arkansas there are a lot more Country
stations than anything else.
What’s it like visiting those stations?
It’s great. Chad Heritage at KSSN and Vicky Parker
and Craig Dale at KQUS have been there for me for
awhile. It means a lot when you have support back
home. They’ve always been great team players, and I
can’t thank them enough.
Do you recall the first time you heard your
song on the radio?
I was driving through the northern part of Arkansas
when I heard “Back That Thing Up.” Then fastforward to “Small Town USA,” I was three miles from
my house in Arkansas when I heard it the first time.
Each time I was in my home state, which I thought
was pretty fitting, and I believe they were both on
KSSN.
Does hearing your song ever
get old?
Never. I crank it up. You can’t take for
granted it’s always going to happen that
way, so I’m going to take advantage of it
while I can.
Did you ever imagine you’d be on
the same label as Reba?
The fact that I’m mentioned in the same
group of people is just crazy. We did a
thing in the Bahamas together this past
year, and I talked to her. Afterwards, I
called my dad and said, “I was talking to
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Reba about this or that,” and we both kinda stopped.
He said, “What?” And I go, “Yeah, that sounded
weird.” When you grow up in a town of 300 people
you’re not allowed to dream as big as I have, and I
feel blessed to have had the year we’ve had.
What’s been a real “wow” moment from
the year?
It was around CRS last year when I got to play
the Opry for the first time. That means more than
anything, to be accepted into that family. I was very
fortunate to have a lot of my family come. I had both
of my grandpas backstage, and they got to watch me
sing a song from my record, called “Grandpa,” on the
Grand Ole Opry. In December, I lost my grandfather
I wrote that song about, so the performance was a
special moment I’ll never forget.
What does CRS mean to you?
The coolest thing about CRS is that the first couple
of years you’re there, you’re just meeting people.
The most exciting thing now is that I get to see all the
radio folks who have changed my life.
Do you have any expectations about the New
Faces show?
I’m very excited. It’s a huge honor, as everybody
knows. It’s extremely humbling that Country radio has
embraced me and my music.

Justin
Moore

After his debut single “Drinkin’ Me Lonely” flirted with the top 40 in 2006, the Middle
Tennessee native courted the top 50 in 2007 with “You’re Gonna Love Me.” Young
got back in the dating game when “Voices” reached the top 40 in 2008, and finally
scored when “Gettin’ You Home (The Black Dress Song)” went to No. 1 last October.
Did you listen to Country radio growing up?
I was pretty much steeped in it. I got really lucky –
my mom and dad were big fans and I just naturally
became a big fan. Anytime we’d go over to my
grandfather’s house, he’d play me old Marty
Robbins. I’ve been exposed to all of it. I always
knew country music was what I wanted to do.
What was your hometown station?
I’m from Nashville and listened to anything that
was Country. It’s kind of weird to visit those stations
now. The first time
I was ever on the
air was with Bill
Cody at WSM-AM.
It’s exciting for me
when friends text
me, “Hey, man, I
just heard your song
on the radio.”

Chris
Young

Do you recall the
first time you
heard your song
on the radio?
It was my first
single, “Drinkin’
Me Lonely,” and it
got a lot of airplay
around Nashville.
I had just gotten
home from my first
radio tour, and had
just turned off the
interstate. My truck
has that thing that
scrolls the name
across the screen,
and I felt like such

an idiot because I had to pull over and video it as my
name went across.
Where were you when you found out you
went No. 1?
I was flying back from a radio visit in Salt Lake
on that Saturday. When I landed, I called Keith
Gale, and the first thing he said was, “How does
it feel to have the No. 1 song in the country?”
I started freaking out, and then he told me he
had someone that wanted to talk to me. This guy
starts telling me, “Yeah, when I had my first No.
1 record I was out of the country ...” Then I asked
who I was talking to, and he said, “It’s Kenny
Chesney.” I figured Keith was playing a joke
on me, and said, “No, really.” He said, “This is
Kenny Chesney, and I just want to say congrats
on your first No. 1 record.” That night my promo
staff, and everyone else I could find, went out in
downtown Nashville and celebrated.
Whose idea was it to put Josh Easler in
the dress?
I had nothing to do with that! He should take all blame
for that. I love him. He actually came on to the team
when I did; his first radio tour was my first radio tour. I
can say that I love everyone on my promo staff.
What’s a vivid memory from your radio tour?
We were in Austin to do an acoustic show at
Graham Central Station – it holds about 1,200
people. I had never played the city since I got my
record deal. The station told me they had gotten a
lot of response from the song, but they didn’t know
what the show would be like. I was thinking we’d
have 300-400 people. We ended up having a packed
house, and there were a hundred or so people
waiting outside for an acoustic show. That really
humbled me. It was all because of radio.
CAC

