CRB Lifetime Achievement Award

Brooks & Dunn
Hard Workin’ Men

The numbers are staggering: 26 ACM awards, 17 CMA
awards, three American Music Awards, two Grammys, 20
No. 1 singles and tens of millions of albums sold. Add to that
one more accolade – the CRB Career Achievement Award.
For nearly 20 years, Kix Brooks and Ronnie Dunn have
tirelessly made some of the most beloved and recognizable
“Over a plate of chicken fajitas here in Nashville, I introduced
Kix and Ronnie and suggested they hang out and write,”
says former Arista/Nashville President Tim DuBois. “I was
struggling to find a duo and had demos from both Kix and
Ronnie, though they had never met one another. Within three
weeks of the introduction, they brought me ‘Brand New Man.’
It was the first song they ever wrote together, it ended up being
their first single and ultimately their first No. 1. The minute
I heard that song, I knew this was going to work and offered
them a deal on the spot. It wasn’t automatic, though. While I
was trying to convince them to sign the deal, they were still
trying to figure out if it was really going to work.”
“We were out in California, and it was really my first run
with the guys,” says manager Clarence Spalding. “This was
18 years ago. We were opening for Reba and I got on the
bus. The guys were in the back playing video games. I said,
‘You guys want a beer?’ They said, ‘Sure.’ So I go up to the
front lounge and, well, there’s not any. So I get off the bus
and go into catering to get them some. The bus driver asked
if everyone was ready to go, and they thought I was in the
front lounge. So when I came back, the bus was gone. They
left me! I look up and I can see it a mile away in traffic. I’m
screaming in the phone to the tour manager, and Kix quotes
it all the time: ‘This is the most f’ed up thing I’ve ever been
a part of.’ And I can remember thinking to myself, ‘I’m never
going to stay here.’ Well, they turned the bus around. They
were apologizing out the ass, and then they started laughing.
So now there’s this 18-year story. If somebody says, ‘I don’t
want anybody to leave me on the road.’ They’ll say, ‘Ask him.
We’ll leave your ass in a heartbeat.’”
“During CRS in 1991, while everyone was on the RCA
Boat, Tim DuBois and Allen Butler invited a small group of
landlubbers to a studio to hear a new duo about to release

country music ever heard on the radio, and their songs have
even been used for political campaigns on both sides of
the aisle. As the duo prepare for their The Last Rodeo Tour,
which hits the road this summer, Country Aircheck asked
some of the most important players in the duo’s career from
both radio and records to reflect on their success and how
they changed our musical landscape. And there’s no better
place to begin than with the man who started it all.

their first single,” recalls
Regent VP/Programming
Bob Moody. “Brooks &
Dunn were there with us
as we were played tracks
from their forthcoming
album. When Ronnie sang
‘I saw the light, I’ve been
baptized...’ I turned to
[then-manager] Bob Titley
and said, ‘I wonder what
the Baptists will think of
that!’ Years later, I asked
Bob if he remembered
what I had said in
the studio that night.
‘Remember it?! I worried
about it every single day
up until ‘Brand New Man’
hit No. 1!’”
“When we were on
the second single from
Brand New Man, I was
in Fargo, ND with the guys
doing a listener appreciation show for KVOX,” says former
Arista regional Denise Nichols. “The act was just starting to
pop, and people were beginning to know who these guys were;
it was feeling really good. We’re at the venue, and the station
guys showed up to meet them. They had these shirts that said,
‘KVOX Welcomes Garth Brooks & Holly Dunn,’ but with the
‘Garth’ and ‘Holly’ crossed out! Their original story was that
they thought they had booked Garth and Holly and had the
t-shirts already printed and didn’t have the budget to reprint. As
the record rep, I had my own ‘Artie Fufkin’ moment. Of course,

One Decade In The Books: Time passes quickly when
you’re with friends, and here is Kix Brooks at an event
with 2007 Country Radio Hall of Fame inductee and
Regent Communications VP/Programming Bob Moody
(then VP/Country for McVay Media) with his wife Karen,
taken in 2001.

it was all in good fun, and Kix and Ronnie got a good laugh out
of it. That show was the first time I really got a sense of what
was happening for them. The arena held 3,000 people, but they
were hanging from the rafters, screaming and singing along
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to every song! After the show, the guys signed autographs for
everyone who wanted one. I think I left the venue around 2am,
and they were still there signing. It was an amazing night and a
glimpse of what was about to unfold.”
“A significant number of today’s headlining stars started
as opening acts for Brooks & Dunn,” Bob Titley, the duo’s
longtime former manager, points out. “They both beat their
brains out in clubs for years, so when they started headlining
they always kept an eye out for young talent. They came to my
office raving about a kid named Keith Urban playing a little
club in Nashville, later putting him on the tour. I remember
when Faith Hill did a 20-minute opening set as the third act

Hey 19: 1997 was a big year for Brooks & Dunn, who in late
summer released their quadruple-platjnum Greatest Hits
Collection featuring 19 smash singles. Here are Kix Brooks,
then-Arista/Nashville President Tim DuBois and Ronnie
Dunn at CMA Fan Fair that June.

on the show. The list they gave a boost to is very long, and
Kix and Ronnie insisted their opening acts be treated with
respect. They weren’t to be squeezed into a corner of the stage
or unfairly limited in their production. B&D were confident
enough in their show to not feel insecure about having a great
act open for them.”
“A few weeks after the guys played the Kentucky State Fair in
1992, I was in Coffeyville, KS for a high school class reunion,”
begins WAMZ/Louisville PD Coyote Calhoun. “I was getting
ready to drive to Tulsa to catch my flight back home when,
lo and behold, Brooks & Dunn’s bus pulls up! They were
scheduled to play the Inter-State Fair & Rodeo in Coffeyville
that day. They invited me up on the bus to chat for awhile, and
then I realized the bus had been moving. After I asked where we
were headed, they guys explained we were on our way to the
venue and thanked me in advance for emceeing the show. I told
them they must’ve had a lapse in memory because this wasn’t
Louisville and I don’t think whoever was scheduled to do the
stage work in Coffeyville would be too happy if I showed up.
Besides, I had to get my ass back to Tulsa for my flight asap!
We were a long way from Louisville.”

“Brooks & Dunn were performing in Nevada when I was
the Operations Manager at Clear Channel in Las Vegas,” says
Albright & O’Malley’s Jaye Albright. “I brought a bunch of
listener winners from the station to meet the guys, but we were
stopped by the tour manager and told there was no type of meet
‘n’ greet that night. I asked if he could at the very least go back
and explain that these listeners were promised a trip backstage
and whatever Kix and Ronnie decide, I’m good with. Within 30
seconds, a voice from a dressing room yelled, ‘Jaye Albright
and some listeners from KWNR?! Well, get on back here!’ The
guys were just the best, and the listeners were so excited. The
truth with Kix and Ronnie is if you ever want to get to them in
any way, just tell them you have some country fans with you.
They’re a couple of guys who’ve always loved the fans, they
give them more than their money’s worth in concert and they’ve
given us some great music over these
many, many years.”
“The guys were playing after
the rodeo at the old coliseum in
1992,” WGAR/Cleveland MD
Chuck Collier says. “They were
largely unknown to the crowd and
only a few hundred of the 10,000
that were at the rodeo stayed for the
show, but what a show it was! My
kids and I met the guys, and it was
such a fun night. None of us knew
how huge they’d be! It’s been a
great run for Ronnie and Kix, and I
wish them nothing but the best and
a big ‘thank you’ for all the music.
I look forward to seeing them at
one more rodeo this summer!”

OK, Who’s Buying? Celebrating is bound to
happen when you’ve got (at right) Ronnie Dunn,
Alan Jackson, then-Arista VP/Promotion Bobby
Kraig and Kix Brooks together following the 2002
ACM Awards. Brooks & Dunn won the Top Vocal
Duo/Top Vocal Duet/Top Vocal Duo category for
15 consecutive years through 2007, as well as the
Home Depot Humanitarian Award for 2006, among
other honors. Above: Kix and Ronnie bookend
then-WXTU/Philadelphia personality Cadillac Jack
and PD Bob McKay during a visit to the station.
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“It was three weeks after 9/11,” says former WXTU/
Philadelphia PD Bob McKay. “It was our first-ever Philly
Chili Cook-Off and the headliners included Brooks &
Dunn, Martina McBride, Keith Urban, Montgomery Gentry
and Phil Vassar. The nation was still in deep mourning
and disbelief, and the thought of canceling the event was
certainly discussed. Instead, we decided to make the show a
celebration of America. We invited firefighters from FDNY
as well as Philly fire companies who responded to NYC,
introducing them onstage. It was truly an American event –
Kix even jumped into the audience draped in the American
flag. It was literally a sight to behold, but the best was yet to
come. I made arrangements for each artist to stay until the
end of the show for an a capella performance of ‘God Bless
America.’ At the conclusion of the Brooks & Dunn encore,
Martina appeared with a mic, followed by the rest of the
performers and the firefighters. This collection of superstars,
the flags in the audience and onstage, the crowd singing
along ... it was a truly unforgettable memory that was burned
into all of us. Kix and Ronnie were the impetus for making
this happen and for that, I and a grateful nation say, ‘Thanks
for the memories!’”
“They’re very different people,” Spalding says. “But they’re
similar in that they both like trying different things. They’re
not afraid of it. They were like, ‘Let’s do it.’ You weren’t afraid
to bring them ideas. We might all laugh at it like, ‘How stupid
is that?’ I wish we had a documentary camera filming through
the years as we were designing sets. ‘It costs how much to
create a tornado onstage?’ And they’re super-talented. Some of
the biggest songs – ‘Brand New Man,’ ‘Red Dirt Road’ – they
wrote together. It’s an odd blend of two guys who really wanted
solo careers who came together. I don’t think they thought
it was going to last. Now they look back and they’ve been
together 20 years.”
“When I was in Miami for surgery in 2005, the guys said
they would send one of their buses down to bring me back
to Nashville because I was in no shape to fly commercial,”
remembers former Arista VP/Promotion Bobby Kraig.
“Instead of sending a bus, they and Alan Jackson arranged
for a private jet to pick me up. They even had a seat removed
to accommodate my wheelchair. Thinking back, I’m not sure
what I would have done to get home. That’s the kind of guys
they are – always thinking of anything they can do to help
out. Kix and Ronnie are among the most caring, loyal and
intelligent artists I have ever worked with. They worked their
asses off, not only on their music, but they also do an amazing
job working with radio. They ‘get it.’ They knew to ensure
their own success they need to help radio succeed, and they
didn’t whine about it. There’s nothing artificial about these
guys. It’s been a quick 20 years.” 		
CAC

